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To all my Auxiliary family 

Three or four years ago I told you of how I spent Christmas of 

1945.  This is to fullfill a promise I made to our Past Legion 

Senior Vice Commander, Larry Hoff.  Earlier this year I talked to 

Larry and he told me of his and Linda’s visit to Europe for a 

vacation.  He mentioned how much he had enjoyed my 

Christmas story from 1945 and suggested that I write another 

story from my childhood in Germany. 

 

This time I would like to share my Christmas experience from 

1948.  Things were great.  We had rejoined my Father in 

Bremerhaven, West Germany.  Our Christmas season started 

when our Mother made sure we had an Advents calendar.  This 

is a calendar of December with 23 small windows, one for each 

day of the month.  Each day we would open the little door and 

behind it would be a small piece of chocolate.  The 24th of 

December had a larger door and behind it was a larger piece of 

chocolate.  It was a real treat for us children at Christmas time. 

 

The 6th of December was St Nickolaus day.  The evening before 

my brother and I would brush our shoes the best we could.  

Before going to bed, we placed the shoes outside our bedroom 

door, in hopes that St Nickolaus would fill the shoes with sweets 

and perhaps a small toy.  But one had to have been a good boy 

or girl or there would be switches and a small bag of coal in the 

shoes.  There was also a letter from St Nick that said you had 

better be good or Santa will skip your house and Christmas.  I 

have to be honest, many times my shoes were filled with 

switches and coal.  I have raised my two children and our 

grandchildren to observe this holiday in the same way I did.  

They sincerely love it.   Even today, my husband will find peanut 

butter turtles on his nightstand on the moring of the 6th of 

December.  St Nickolaus would visit Kindergarten classes that 

day.  These were sure fond memories from my childhood in 

Germany. 

 

Four Sundays before Christmas my mother would make an 

Advent wreath from fresh blue spruce branches and decorate it 

with red bows and four red candles.  On the 1st Sunday of 

Advent, my mother made coffee and cookies and we would light 

the first candle.  By the time we lit the 4th candle we knew 

Christmas would be here that week. 

 

On the 24th of December, after we opened our last door of the 

Advent calendar with a picture of Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus, 

we knew that the big day was finally here.  Right after lunch 

brother and I knew not to go into the living room any more until 

told to by our parents.  We knew Dad was decorating the 

Christmas tree and Mom was in the kitchen making the best 

potato salad  ever.  The potato salad was served with Bockwurst 

around 6pm.  Soon the doorbell rang and Dad said Santa is 

here.  Within 10 minutes we were asked to enter the living 

room.  Santa was standing there, the tree was lit with real wax 

candles.  It was beautiful.  Brother and I had to say a short 

Christmas poem which we had tried to remember for days.  We 

all then sang a Christmas song and then Santa finally handed 

out the Christmas presents.  We opened our gifts while also 

enjoying our “Bunten Teller” which was a plate designed with 

beautiful Christmas items.  In it we usually had an apple, 

orange, nuts, candy and a small surprise.  It could have been a 

small matchbox car, a necklace or something else small.  What a 

joy. 

 

All of a sudden my Dad yelled that the Christmas tree was on 

fire.  With his bare hands he successfully put out the flames.  
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Well the last month of the year has arrived, where did the year 

go? We have all been busy trying to get our jobs done, making 

our Auxiliary stronger. To all who donated socks at the Fall 

Conference, Thank you very much! All our VA Hospital 

representatives each got an average of 144 pair of socks for our 

Veterans.  

 

Now the Holidays are upon us. It’s time to relax and spend time 

with our family and friends. Without them where would we be? As 

your families gather together, remember the ones that have 

made it possible for us to enjoy our freedom. May God watch 

over and protect our Military family, who cannot be with their 

families. May the families who have lost someone find peace in 

the memories they have shared. To all of our Veterans, THANK 

YOU and God Bless. 

 

Each member should be proud of all you have accomplished in 

helping with our programs. Without each and every one of your 

support, we would not be able to do all that we do. What a 

blessing it is to hear all the great stories of all that is being done. 

Ladies your love shines through, in all that you do. I couldn’t 

think of a better way for you to honor our heroes. My wish for all 

of our Auxiliary members is for you have a Merry Christmas, 

Happy New Year and may you be blessed with all that you need. 

 

The American Legion National Commander will be visiting 

January 26 – 29th. He will visit Post 66, Post 267, Post 30, Post 31 

and Post 13. 

 

The American Legion Auxiliary National President Kris Nelson will 

be visiting on February 20th – 21st.  See Next month’s newsletter 

for details. 

 Secretary 
By Patty Hawkins, Department Secretary 

 

This month of December we will honor our Veterans by giving 

and working side by side at our VA Christmas Gift shops with 

smiles on our faces because we are assisting our Veterans by 

wrapping presents for their families.  December 7th, remember 

and honor all those who died in the attack on Pearl Harbor in 

1941.  Also in 1941, 150 years after the first 10 amendments 

were ratified, President Franklin Roosevelt declared December 15 

"Bill of Rights Day."  Many communities around the country 

observe this day.   Many will be celebrating Hanukkah.    

 

Hope each and every one of our Legion Family enjoys being with 

your family and have a Wonderful Christmas and New Year’s. 

 

We have already held five workshops, Hiawassee Unit 23, Evans 

Unit 19, Loganville Unit 233, Macon Unit 3, and Marietta Unit 29 

with 158 members attending and 39 Units represented.   We 

continue to have a very good response from the workshops with 

the new agenda.  Well as I said before it’s different, so please 

attend one in your District. 

 

If we have not had a workshop in your District yet, please go on 

the National American Legion Auxiliary website under Resources 

and on the right hand side you will find the Plan of Action 2011 – 

2012 you will find the first few pages has the new “ALA Impact 

Report-Forms” this is to log all your activities for our Veterans, 

hours, donations, number of Veterans you assist and number of 

Volunteers home and field service.   These forms are to be filled 

out by your Unit members, the Unit President needs to collect 

these and send in to the District President and they need to be 

sent to the Department which will send to National.   These are 

collected by National and reported to Congress since we are a  

Non-profit organization that supports our Veterans. 

 

On the National Web site they have provided a new break out 

guide for all the programs, also under Resources.   It not only 

gives you Step by Step instructions, Fundraising ideas, how to 

accumulate hours of service, get community members involved, 

and much more information on working our programs.  This year 

please Report, Report, Report, the work you do so it can be 

reported to National.  We need to let National know Georgia 

works hard, but unless we report it they will never know.    

 

They have been some changes in the dates of a couple of 

workshops so please take note;  

 

Dec. 3rd,  3rd District – Unit 191 Ellaville, Jan. 7th – 12th District – 

Unit 515 Douglas, Jan. 14 - 8th District - Unit 9 Brunswick, Feb. 

4th – 2nd District – Unit 30 Albany, Feb. 11th – 4th District – Unit 

105 Fayetteville, Feb. 18th – 1st District – Unit 168 Hinesville &  

Mar. 3rd – 7th District – Unit 47 Calhoun. (Changed) 

 

The workshops start at 10:00 am and run no later than 2:30 pm.   

The Unit will serve lunch and a light breakfast. 

 

I have already received Yearbooks and I must say, “Great Job”.   I 

hope to receive a lot more.  I know it is not due until the 15th of 

February.   You can find the rules on our Department web site.  

www.galegionaux.org 

 

National is offering a “Mission Training Conference” this year.  

The closet one to Georgia is Mobile, Ala., January 21 – 22, 2012.  

Registration is $55.00 and includes continental breakfast each 

day and one lunch.  Deadline for registration is December 23rd.   

You can find the information on the National Website under 

Member Resources, Conventions and meeting, Mission Training.   

These sessions are always very informative. 

 

For God and Country. 

 

By Susie Mash, Department 1st Vice President 

 

 

1st Vice President / Leadership   

As Of November 30, 2011, Georgia Is At 66.63 % 

For Membership.  We Only Need 340 More 

Members To Reach The Next Milestone Of 70% By 

January 26, 2012.  Ladies We Can Do This!!!! 

http://www.galegionala.org/
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We are rapidly approaching the January deadline for 

membership.  The Department of Georgia is currently in 16th 

place out of 52 Departments.  We are 2nd in the Southern 

Division. 

 

The 10th District is in 1st place, 4th District is in 2nd place and 

the 7th District is in 3rd.  I am very proud of the work that is 

being done by our District and Unit membership Chairmen.  We 

still have a lot of work to do to get 100% for the year but I have 

faith in you all and looking at what you have done so far, I know 

you can get it done.   

 

The Christmas season is upon us and there are many projects 

for our members to work on.  There are Christmas Shops at the 

VA Hospitals; there are Christmas parties for the needy children 

of our communities and of course Christmas for our families.  

Please remember our Veterans, Troops and their families.  These 

are the most important people in our programs and we need to 

see if any of them need our help at this time.  Merry Christmas 

to all of you and I wish all of you a very Happy New Year too. 

 
God Bless America and the American Legion Family.  

By Betty Grist, Department 2nd Vice President 

 

 

2nd Vice President / Membership 
 

Important message received from the National Historian, Diane 

Harley. 

 

I'm sure that most of you realize by now that one of the only 

constants in life is CHANGE.  With that being said, I know that I 

requested, and the Plan of Action states, that your mid-year 

reports are due to me by February 1st.  Guess what?  I need 

them no later than January 4th.  My report has to be submitted 

to National by January 15th, in order to prepare for the 

Washington Conference.   

 

I hope that I will be able to include every Department in my 

report.  I know that everyone is doing great work, so don't let it 

go unreported. 

Historian 
By Gabriele Barnett, Department Historian 

 

 

 

 

Okay ladies. This means that I have to have your mid-year 

report to me not later than 31 December 11. Let’s show 

National how busy the Georgia Ladies have been. 

 

Interesting facts:  

Do you know the history of our Auxiliary Magazine? 

Keeping its constituents up-to-date has always been 

important to the American Legion Auxiliary. Within eight 

years of its founding, the first Auxiliary news publication, 

the Bulletin, was printed. Following is the timeline which 

provides an overview of how this publication evolved over 

the years to become today’s Auxiliary magazine. 

 

1920s – In 1927, the first American Legion Auxiliary Bulletin 

was printed 

 

1930s – The Bulletin’s cover had its first design change in 

1932, and by 1936, the number of pages was increased 

from 12 to 24. 

 

1940s – In the 1940s, the Bulletin became a 22-32 page 

monthly magazine and was renamed National News of the 

American Legion Auxiliary. In 1948, the format was changed 

to an eight-page tabloid. 

 

1950s – By the mid-1950s, the National News of the 

American Legion Auxiliary took the form of a 32-page, 

pocket size booklet and remained in this format through the 

1960s. 

 

1970s – The 1970s saw the booklet become a bimonthly 

magazine, and in the summer of 1979, it settled into a 24-

32 page count. 

 

1980s – In 1983, National News began accepting paid 

advertising. 

 

2008 – The Auxiliary started a quarterly publication called 

Home front, a 44-page magazine, with National News 

becoming a newsletter insert within the magazine.  

 

2010 – The magazine was renamed again in 2009 to become 

simply Auxiliary magazine. A new nameplate, design, and 

glossy coating on the cover gave it an updated look in 2010. 

 

As the holidays are approaching and we are getting ready for 

another big feast let us remember the true meaning of 

Christmas. It is not all about expensive gifts and fancy 

wrapping paper. Let us not forget the less fortunate ones, 

the ones who are away from their families, and the ones 

whose loved one is no longer with them. May we lend a 

helping hand and offer a kind word to those in need to make 

sure that everyone is having a great Christmas season. May 

God bless you, our troops, our Auxiliary, and our United 

States of America.  Have a very Merry Christmas.  
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Membership Idea #1 

Grab the Bull by the Horns 

Don’t wait for National to send the renewal notice. Create your 

own unique renewal notice, and send it from your unit. Isn’t it 

worth a small investment in postage to gain renewals?! 

 

Membership Idea #2 

Get a Plan! 

Plan well, and your efforts will show. Whether it’s an Auxiliary 

activity, meeting, or membership campaign, get the team 

together and come up with a strategy for success.  

If you’re organized, people will want to join in. 

 

Membership Idea #3  

Gather the Team!  

Pull together many helpers, and assign each a task that they can 

handle. A unit working well together sends a great message to 

prospective members. 

 

Tis The Season . . . . 

   The Holiday Season is here, a time when family and 

friends will all come together.  Can't you imagine the smell of all 

your favorite food just off the distance . . . turkey, ham, pies, cake 

or even a roast?  Just the idea will put a smile on your face, then 

it's time to light the tree, shopping and all the excitement that 

comes with the Holiday Season.  As human we can get in such a 

hurry and the really important things we want to do has not been 

done at all.  

 

To our Legion Family member I want you to take a moment to 

remember.  One of the reasons we can rejoice with the quality of 

life we have is because of the freedom we have.  To this we owe to 

our veterans.  Let us not forget them during this time.   

 

If you can just send a card or letter to our veterans that are on 

foreign land, I believe it will put a smile on their face.  Don't forget 

that within your local Unit or District a card would be welcome by 

someone.  Make someone's day by sending him or her a little note 

or card.  Your words of encouragement just may be what will get 

them through. 

 

Remembering always that in the silent moment………. “ PRAY”. 

 

It's the small things that often bring the greatest joy. 

 

By Rosa Scott, Department Chaplain 

 

 

 

Chaplain 

Dad’s hands were raw and blistered but Mom took care of 

him.  I knew my Dad was in pain but never mind, out came 

the Bible and he read us the Christmas Story.  It seems so 

real writing this today.  I can relive it and always get a great 

feeling of what family is all about. 

 

Around 11pm we all got dressed in long coats, hats and 

mittens and headed off to church for midnight mass.  About 

1am we would be on our way home and most times it 

started to snow.  What a beautiful Christmas feeling. 

 

At home, Mom would make hot gluehwein which is a red 

wine with sugar and cinnamon.  That really warms you up on 

a cold winter night.  Soon we were all sound asleep and 

dreaming about the goose Mom would serve for Christmas 

dinner. 

 

Now my wish to each one of you. 

 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy healthy New Year 

 
TO SERVE OUR VETERANS WITH PRIDE – HONOR – STRENGTH 

President Continued From Page 1 

Santa getting help delivering gifts to the troops. 
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District 12, who is dedicating the Poppy Anchor in 2012, is 

requesting any unit who has any left-over poppies they wish to 

donate for the anchor and if anyone has a pattern for the anchor 

or any other information to assist with the construction, please 

send to Mary Young-Morrow, PO Box 622, Tifton, GA 31793. 

Mary’s phone # 229.382.7189 and her email address is 

marmor31793@yanoo.com. It would be very much appreciated. 

Thank you in advance. 

 

Helen Adams is this year’s Scrapbook Chairman.  Helen is asking 

anyone who has taken any pictures of Hilde Martin’s year so far 

and would like to share them, please mail them to Helen Adams, 

2814 Green Valley Road, Snellville, GA 30078. Thank you. 

 

NATIONAL SECURITY - BULLETIN NO. 1 

CHAIRMAN: BETTY TURLEY 

DECEMBER 2011 

 

National Security is a very important Program of the American 

Legion Auxiliary. I hope all Units are keeping track of all they do 

in National Security. I am planning on sending the No. 1 Report 

for the Department of Georgia to National this year. I have 

prepared my Report Forms geared toward the Department and 

the National Awards. The National Security Report should 

contribute and support the well-being of our Military and their 

families. These activities should the Mission of the ALA. Some of 

the items in the National Security Program are: 

 

1.  -Yellow Ribbon Project 

-Adopt a Military Family 

-Participate in the Military and Family Support 

Programs of The American Legion (Host Job Fairs, Present Blue 

Star Banners, Present Gold Star Banners, Support a POW/MIA 

Recognition Day) 

-Implement the Homeland Security Programs of The 

American Legion and the ALA 

-Support the ROTC and JROTC in local High Schools 

 

2. -Publicize you National Security Program 

-Purchase US Savings Bond 

-Promote the USO 

-Promote Disaster Preparedness 

 

Awards to be won: 

 

DEPARTMENT AWARDS: 

 

First Place: BELL LINDSEY NATIONAL SECURITY PLAQUE 

Second Place: BECKY BENTLEY NATIONAL SECURITY PLAQUE 

 

NATIONAL AWARDS: 

 

Military Support Unit Award: A Citation presented to a Unit in 

each Division that reports the Most Outstanding Overall Program 

serving and supporting Military Families with special emphasis 

on helping them through times of family member deployment 

and/or injury (severely wounded). Entry must be typewritten in 

narrative form, not to exceed 1,000 words. Please include 

pictures and news articles. The Department Chairman will send 

the best Department Report to the Southern Divisional 

Chairman. 

 

Yellow Ribbon Program Unit Award: A Citation presented to a 

Unit in each Division that demonstrates the best project 

incorporating yellow ribbons in support of military and military 

By Betty Turley, Dept National Security Chairman 

 

 

 

National Security 
families. Please include a type-written narrative form, not to 

exceed 1,000 words. Please include pictures, and news 

articles. The Department Chairman will send the best 

Department Report to the National Chairman. 

 

Department National Security Program Award: A Citation 

presented to the Department Chairman in each Division who 

reports the Most Outstanding Overall National Security 

program.  Entry must include pictures and news articles to 

help tell our story. The Department Chairman will compile a 

report and send it to the Southern Divisional Chairman. 

 

Dorothy Pearl Civil Preparedness (CERT) Plaque: A Citation 

plaque presented to the Department having the greatest 

percentage of Units participating in civil preparedness. Entry 

must be a typewritten summary (narrative or spreadsheet) of 

participating Units. CERT training dates and number of 

participants registering for the program and number of 

participants completing the program.  The Department 

Chairman will send the report to the National Vice President. 

 

Please keep good and accurate records of all you do in 

National Security, and send it to me in your reports at the 

end of the year. I cannot send my reports to National and 

Division Chairmen unless you send reports to me. The 

National Security Narrative Report Form is separate from the 

"ALA Impact Report Form". Remember all reports are due to 

me and you’re District Chairmen, by May 1, 2012. A mid-

year report is due sometime in January or February before 

the Awareness Assembly in Washington, DC. I will let you 

know the date as soon as I know it.  

 

The "PLAN OF ACTION 2011-2012" is available on the Web 

Site, www.ALAforVeterans.org or if you attend one of 

Department Chairman, 1st Vice President Susie Mash's 

Workshops, they are available there for a small amount. You 

can gain a great deal of knowledge on your American Legion 

Auxiliary from the Plan of Action. 

 

http://www.alaforveterans.org/
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All Hearts Go Home 
 

May God fill you with the precious and exquisite joy 

To be found during this special season. 

May He lighten your load and fill you with 

Peace and Serenity. 

 

May you sit in quiet solitude and reflect on all 

The wonderful and precious gifts you already have. 

May your days be filled with friends and loved oneõs 

To share these wonderful moments. 

And may your home be warm & inviting. 

 

For that is where your heart is. 

May God Bless and Keep You. 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

December 7, 2011 Pearl Harbor Day 
December 15, 2011 Bill of Rights Day 
December 20, 2011 tŀƴŀƳŀ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Wǳǎǘ /ŀǳǎŜέ 
December 21, 2011 Hanukkah 
December 25, 2011 Christmas 
January 1, 2012 Happy New Year 
January 26 ς 29, 2012 National Commander Visit 
February 20 ς 22, 2012 ALA National President Visit, TBA 
February 25 ς 29, 2012 Washington DC Conference 

(Formerly Awareness Assembly) 
March 17 ς 18, 2012 Spring Conference, Marietta 
June 1 - 3, 2012 Junior Conference, TBA 
June 10 - 15, 2012 Girls State, GSU, Statesboro, GA 
June 22 - 24, 2012 Department Convention, Duluth, GA 
August 24 ς 30, 2012 National Convention, Indianapolis, IN 

 

Membership Milestones 

(Formerly Target Dates)  For Georgia 

 

Milestone 2:  70%  January 26, 2012  

Milestone 3:  85%  March 20, 2012  

Milestone 4:  100%  July 30, 2012  
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