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PREFACE


Section 1.  The American Legion held its first National Convention in Minneapolis, Minnesota, November 10-12, 1919, and adopted a constitution under which a women’s Auxiliary to The American Legion was recognized.


This particular article of the Legion Constitution has been changed to its present language, reading as follows:

ARTICLE XIII

AUXILIARIES


Section 1.  The American Legion recognizes an auxiliary organization, known as the “American Legion Auxiliary.”


Section 2.  Membership in the American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to the mothers, wives, daughters, sisters, granddaughters, great-granddaughters and grandmothers of all men and women who were in the Armed Forces of the United States during any of the following periods:  April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1918; December 7, 1941 to December 31, 1946; June 25, 1950 to January 31, 1955; February 28, 1961 to May 7, 1975; August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984; December 20, 1989 to January 31, 1990; August 2, 1990 to the date of cessation of hostilities as determined by the Government of the United States; all dates inclusive, or who, being citizens of the United States at the time of their entry therein, served on active duty in the Armed Forces of any of the Governments associated with the United States during any of said periods, and died in line of duty or after honorable discharge; and to those women who of their own right are eligible for membership in The American Legion. 


Section 3.  The Auxiliary shall be governed in each Department of The American Legion by such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the National Executive Committee and thereafter approved by such Department of The American Legion.


The call for the first National Convention of the Women’s Auxiliary was issued by John G. Emery, National Commander of The American Legion, when the Convention met in Kansas City, Missouri, November 1-2, 1921.  Representatives were present from practically every state in the Union, and from two foreign possessions.


A National Constitution and Bylaws patterned after those adopted by The American Legion were approved.  The original name of the organization was “Women’s Auxiliary of The American Legion” and was changed to “American Legion Auxiliary” after the adoption of Section 1, of the above quoted Article XIII of The American Legion’s Constitution.  The Auxiliary was incorporated under the laws of the state of Indiana on the 11th day of November, 1932.


At this meeting of the National Executive Committee of The American Legion held at Indianapolis, May 19-20, 1923, the following resolution was adopted:


“RESOLVED:  That there can be no fundamental difference or conflict between the Constitutions, Bylaws, offices, resolutions and policies of The American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary but that the Legion provisions shall cover any instance of such difference or conflict, and the conflicting Auxiliary provisions shall be deemed unconstitutional.”


Later at the National Convention of The American Legion held in Cleveland, Ohio, September 12-14, 1936, the following resolution was adopted:


“WHEREAS, much confusion now exists among the various Departments of The American Legion as to the continuing effects of policies adopted by Convention action of the National Organization of The American Legion, excepting those policies pertaining to internal organizations; and


“WHEREAS, such confusion should be clarified by appropriate action of this Convention; now, therefore, be it


“RESOLVED:  That any policy adopted by the National Organization of The American Legion by Convention action shall be a mandate during the year of its adoption and thereafter shall continue as the national policy of the National Organization unless changed by subsequent Convention action or by action of the National Executive Committee.”


Again, at the 1948 Convention in Miami, Florida, the following resolution was adopted:


“RESOLVED:  By the Thirtieth Annual Convention of The American Legion, in Convention assembled in Miami, Florida, October 18-21, 1948, that all resolutions requiring national legislation shall be effective only to the date of final adjournment of the Congress during which such resolutions were adopted by a National Convention or the National Executive Committee, except that resolutions passed at the National Convention or the National Executive Committee meeting immediately preceding the convening of a new Congress, shall be effective until the adjournment of such new Congress.  This resolution shall become effective at the date of the final adjournment of the 81st Congress.”


These three resolutions would apply to any and all mandates adopted by the Auxiliary; however, the programs and policies of the Auxiliary throughout the years of its existence have followed closely those of The American Legion, and the relationship between the two organizations has been one of close cooperation and mutual helpfulness.


In preparing this book, access has been had to the verbatim copies of the National Executive Committee of the Auxiliary, and an attempt has been made to arrange the mandates in such a way as to be of the most assistance to the various committees and other component parts of the organization in realizing the aims and purposes thereof, and further to be of assistance in the execution of its programs.  In some instances, resolutions adopted by The American Legion have been inserted, as they affect certain phases of Auxiliary programs.


In all instances where the resolving clause of a resolution was sufficiently explanatory, the preamble has been omitted for the sake of brevity and in order to avoid repetition.


Prior to June 19, 1962, mandates consisted of recommendations, resolutions and motions, which authorized and directed specific action.


However, in response to a memorandum, dated June 14, 1962, directed to B. G. Davis, Counsel General, by the National Secretary of the American Legion Auxiliary, requesting that he clarify the “difference between a recommendation and a resolution,” he stated that the policy or policies of the American Legion Auxiliary at the national level should only be initiated through the adoption of a resolution by either the American Legion Auxiliary’s legislative body, its National Convention, or by its National Executive Commitee, the governing body between National Conventions.  Subsequent to his opinion, a resolution encompassing the language contained therein was adopted by the 1962 Las Vegas Convention.


Consequently, all recommendations adopted subsequent to January, 1956 (the date the Code was last revised), have been excluded from this latest revision and all prior revisions of the Policies and Procedures since that date.  This policy will be followed on future revisions.


Throughout the years, certain committees have been eliminated and others have been substituted and in such instances mandates which were adopted during the existence of the original committee and which are still effective are listed under the present committee.


The Constitution and Bylaws now in effect contains the fundamental principles under which the Auxiliary is functioning and is the source of authority of all Auxiliary activities.


It is my sincere hope that the efforts expended in compiling the mandates will meet the approval of those who have occasion to use it, and that it will serve the purposes for which it was prepared.







Respectfully,







P.B. ONDERDONK, JR.







Counsel General

NATIONAL OFFICERS

NATIONAL PRESIDENT

Adoption of Official President’s Pin

1.
RESOLVED:  That the National President’s and Past National Presidents’ pin adopted at the January Executive Committee meeting in 1930 be the official pin, and be worn by our National President and our Past National Presidents only, and our Emblem Division be so instructed.

(Rep. of Community Service and Emblem Committee,

National Convention 1934, Miami, Florida)

Complimentary Tickets - States Dinner

2.
Motion made, seconded and carried that no complimentary tickets for the States Dinner shall be given out except by the National President to her Distinguished Guests.

(Finance Committee, Rep. NEC, October 1933)

Accident Insurance Policy
3.
That the purchase of an accident insurance policy giving complete coverage for the National President be authorized.

(NEC, January 1935)

National Commander’s Gift
4.
That the gift each year for the outgoing National Commander from the outgoing National President shall not exceed $75.00.

(Pre-Convention NEC, August 31, 1958, Chicago, Illinois)

National President’s Briefings
5.
RESOLVED:  That each year the candidate or candidates for National President for the ensuing year shall meet with the National Secretary, National Treasurer and the Finance Committee for a briefing, not to exceed two days, at a time agreed upon by those named in this resolution; and be it further


RESOLVED:  That the Finance Committee shall budget funds for travel expense for this briefing and the National Secretary shall be authorized to take care of the necessary correspondence pertaining to this meeting.

(Resolutions Committee Rep.,  National Convention 1978, New Orleans, Louisiana)


RESOLVED:  That the candidate or candidates for National President for the ensuing year be consulted as to their preference of accommodations, and also other details pertaining to the conference, if elected National President.

(Resolutions Committee Rep.,  National Convention 1978, New Orleans, Louisiana)

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT

This office was created by enactment of a Constitutional Amendment at the 1969 National Convention in Atlanta, Georgia.

Briefings
1.
RESOLVED:  That the National Vice President be authorized to represent the American Legion Auxiliary at the meeting called by The American Legion for advance planning for the ensuing year, and the necessary travel expenses to attend this meeting each year is to be budgeted by the Finance Committee.

(Res. Comm. Rep., National Convention 1978, New Orleans, Louisiana)

DIVISION NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS

Time and Place - Electing National Vice Presidents by Divisions
1.
WHEREAS, by action of the National Convention convened at regular meeting assembled in Los Angeles, California, in 1938 adopted a resolution, the resolved clause of which reads:  “That each Division of the National American Legion Auxiliary meet at the close of the afternoon session of the first day of the convention to nominate the National Vice President of each Division”; and


WHEREAS, this resolution as presently constituted, is incapable of fulfillment by virtue of the fact that the American Legion Auxiliary Convention parade is currently held on a Monday, which is the first official day of the convention of the American Legion Auxiliary; and


WHEREAS, the parade of The American Legion which was originally held on a Tuesday is now also held on a Monday; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  By the American Legion Auxiliary in regular meeting assembled in Las Vegas, Nevada, on October 11, 1962, that the language contained in the resolution adopted by the National Convention of the American Legion Auxiliary in the year 1938 in Los Angeles, California, be and it is hereby rescinded, and that, by constitutional amendment at the 1969 National Convention in Atlanta, Georgia, the last sentence in the resolved clause was changed to read:  “That each Division of the National American Legion Auxiliary shall meet for the purpose of electing a nominee for the office of Division National Vice President.”

(National Convention 1969, Atlanta, Georgia)

Rules for Division Caucuses

2.     a.

Each Division National Vice President shall call and preside at all caucuses of her



respective Division at the National Convention.


b.

At least twelve hours notice shall be given the chairman of each Department Delegation 




within said Division of any Division Caucus called for the purpose of placing in




nomination a candidate for Division National Vice President.


c.

Any Delegate may present in nomination any candidate for the office of Division




National Vice President, provided no person shall be nominated without her consent.


d.

Any candidate shall have the privilege of withdrawing at any time.


e.

Each Department represented shall be entitled to vote its entire strength, the absent




votes being cast with the majority of said Department.  In case of tie vote, the vote




shall be equally divided between those tying.


f.

Voting for nomination of a Division National Vice President or endorsement of any




officer shall be by written ballot, each Department polling the vote of its own 




Department, excepting when there is but one candidate, and the vote may be via




voice vote.


g.

In the case of more than one candidate, each Department shall caucus.  Written




ballots shall be collected by tellers and the result of said ballot announced.


h.

In the case of more than one candidate, the Department Delegation Chairman shall




cast the vote of her Department, subject to the approval of said Department tellers,




by written ballot.


i.

In the case of more than one candidate, the chair shall appoint tellers to collect the




written ballots from the Department and to announce the results of same.  A teller




shall be appointed from any Department having a candidate for office.


j.

A majority of the votes cast shall constitute an election.


k.

The person elected shall be presented to the National Convention as the nominee from




said Division for the Division National Vice Presidency.


l.

Vote on any matter except the nomination of Division National Vice President, or the




endorsement of any candidate for office, may be by acclamation, unless a roll call is




demanded.  When a roll call is demanded, the vote shall proceed as in the nomination




of Division National Vice President.

NATIONAL HISTORIAN

Authority to Publish History Every Ten Years and Recommending Budget

1.

WHEREAS, there is no opportunity for delegates interested in historical work to meet and discuss history compiling; and



WHEREAS, it is believed that much helpfulness could thus be derived to the Departments and to the National Organization;



I recommend that a place be created for such meeting, on the program for committee meetings held Sunday afternoon prior to the National Convention.



WHEREAS, it has been mandated that a National History be published every ten years; and



WHEREAS, the responsibility from a financial aspect should be borne equally by each administrative year; and



WHEREAS, if such provision is made, the history publication could start at the beginning of the tenth administrative year;



I recommend that $500.00 be set aside each year and held in lieu for history detail and publication.

(Rep. of National Historian, National Convention 1935, St. Louis, Missouri)

(Approved NEC, January 1936)

History Meetings Established

2.

RESOLVED:  That a pre-convention history meeting be held on the same basis as other committee meetings, where instructions and information could be disseminated for the guidance of the Departments.

(Res. Committee Rep., National Convention 1952, New York, New York)

Junior Department History Contest
1.

WHEREAS, the National Organization is now conducting a National Junior Meeting; and



WHEREAS, at this National Meeting our Juniors are electing and appointing Honorary National Officers; and



WHEREAS, the involvement of our Junior members in American Legion Auxiliary programs is essential if we are to develop future leaders; and



WHEREAS, the history of the accomplishments of the Juniors is very important to the overall history of the American Legion Auxiliary; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED:  That a Junior Department History contest for Honorary Junior Department Historians be established, with an award being presented to the winner in each Division; and that an award be established for the Junior Division winner accumulating the highest score; and be it further



RESOLVED:  That these awards be presented each year at the National Junior Meeting, held in conjunction with the Senior National Convention; and be it further



RESOLVED:  That the new National Historian work with the National President and the National Junior Activities Chairman in drawing up the rules for this Junior Department History contest, keeping in mind that these rules should not be too strict, as it is our intent to encourage our Junior Historians to participate, not to discourage them; and be it finally



RESOLVED:  That if this resolution is adopted it become effective with the 1989-1990 administration.

Rules for Department History Contest Revised
1.

WHEREAS, American Legion Auxiliary members are losing interest in compiling histories, and few of these histories are being entered in competition; and



WHEREAS, a survey was conducted among the 1987-1988 Department Historians; and



WHEREAS, the general consensus that the rules from National for the Department History contest are too strict and complicated; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED:  That the following changes be made in the National Department History Rules:

I.
Introduction (10 scoring points)


1.
Title Page:



a.  History of Department ______________________________.



b.  Name of Department Historian  ______________________________.



c.  Date:  1988-1989


2.
Forward or Dedication


3.
Picture of Department President (optional)



(If used, should be 5” x 7”, black and white or color)

II.
Historical Content (50 scoring points)


1.
List of Department Officers



a.  List of elected Department Officers for 1988-1989.



b.  List of appointed Department Officers for 1988-1989.


2.
List of Department Chairmen for 1988-1989.


3.
List of National Officers and Committee appointments.


4.
List of awards received at the 1988 National Convention.


5.
The history shall be written as a factual narrative, beginning with the installation of



Department Officers at the 1988 Department Convention, and ending with the close



of the administrative year.


6.
The signature of the Department Historian is immediately to follow the final paragraph



of the history.

III.
Appearance (20 scoring points)


1.
Cover:  Binder for loose-leaf paper, preferably blue, with 2½” gold foil American



Legion Auxiliary seal centered on the cover, or a regulation binder with imprinted seal.


2.
Paper:  Plain, white bond, 8½” x 11.”


3.
Margins should be set as follows:  Left margin 10; right margin 75; leave approximately



1” from the top and bottom of the page.  Page numbers should be centered at the



bottom of the page.


4.
Spacing:  All spacing shall be double-spaced, with the exception of the introductory



pages (title page through picture of Department President), which shall be centered in



the middle of the page.


5.
Typing:  Black ribbon only.  Should be clear and clean.  Erasures are permissible. 



Standard typewriters, word processors or computers may be used.

IV.
Arrangement (20 scoring points)


1.
Written in narrative form, but not necessarily in third person.


2.
Clear, concise and correct spelling.


3.
No decorations, special effects with typewriter or word procesor, extraneous material



or newspaper clippings.  


4.
Be original and unique in thought and presentation.

V.
Deadline:


1.
Department Histories must be received by the National Division Vice President of your



Division no later than July 15 to be eligible for judging.
Rules for Junior Department History Contest
I.
Introduction (10 scoring points)


1.
Title Page



a.  History of name and number of Unit, District or Division Junior group.



b.  Name of Honorary Junior Historian.



c.  Date:  1996-1997


2.
Forward or Dedication


3.
Picture of Unit, District or Division Honorary Junior President (optional).



(If used, should be 5” x 7” black and white or color)


4.
Prayer


5.
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.


6.
First verse of “The Star Spangled Banner.”


7.
Preamble to the Constitution of the American Legion Auxiliary.

II.
Historical Content (50 scoring points)


1.
List of Unit, District or Division Honorary Junior Officers.


2.
List of elected or appointed Honorary Junior Department Officers for 1996-1997.


3.
List of Honorary Department Junior Chairmen or committee appointments held by



members of your Unit, District or Division for 1996-1997.


4.
List of Honorary National Junior Officers and appointed committee members.


5.
List of Department or National Junior awards received at the 1996 Department Convention.


6.
The history shall be written as a factual narrative, beginning with the installation of Unit Officers and ending with the close of the administrative year.


7.
The signature of the Unit, District or Division Honorary Junior Historian is immediately to follow the final paragraph of the history.


8.
Index (optional).

III.
Appearance (20 scoring points)


1.
Cover:  Soft cover binder with American Legion Auxiliary seal centered on the cover, or a regulation binder with imprinted seal.  (Appearance should be uniform and pleasing to the eye.)


2.
Paper:  Plain, white bond 8½” x 11.”


3.
Spacing:  All text should be double-spaced, with the exception of the introductory pages (title page through the Preamble of the Constitution), which shall be single-spaced and centered in the middle of the page.


4.
Typing:  Black ribbon only.  Should be clear and clean.  Erasures are permissible.  Computers may be used, or may be handwritten (please use black ink).


5.
Margins:  Left margin will be set at 10 and right margin set at 75.  If handwritten, please leave approximately 1” from the top and bottom of the page.

IV.
Arrangement (20 scoring points)


1.
Written in narrative form, but not necessarily in third person.


2.
Clear, concise sentences and correct spelling.


3.
Do not include decorations or special effects with typewriter or word processor.  No pen or ink drawings or illustrations.


4.
Do not include newspaper clippings or copies of clippings.


5.
Be original and unique in thought and presentation.

V.
Deadline:


1.
Junior Department History must be received by the Division National Vice President of your Division no later than July 15 to be eligible for judging.

NATIONAL CHAPLAIN

1.

WHEREAS, American Legion Auxiliary members are losing interest in compiling books of Prayers and Devotional Thoughts, and few of these books are being entered in competition; and



WHEREAS, it is the general consensus that the rules from National are too lengthy and complicated; and



WHEREAS, the winning Senior and Junior books from each Department are taken to National for display only; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED:  That the National Organization permit each Department to create its own simplified rules for the writing and judging of the books in the Book of Prayers and Devotional Thoughts program.

(National Convention 1969, Atlanta, Georgia)

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Birth Date of Auxiliary - Designation of by Legion

1.

It was moved by Mrs. Robert Lincoln Hoyal and seconded by Mrs. W. Graydon Painter that the American Legion Auxiliary designate as its birthdate November 10, 1919, the date that The American Legion authorized the formation of this organization.  Mrs. Mark W. Murrill moved that the words “and that such date be established, after consultation with The American Legion which brought us into being,” be added.  The motion as amended was carried.

(Res. Com. Rep., National Convention 1954, Washington, DC)

2.

RESOLVED:  That the Department Officers (including the Department Headquarters) be kept informed on all plans to be presented to the Units of their respective Departments and that, in case of direct mailings of bulletins or financial requests to the Units, the Department Officers and Department Headquarters of each Department be furnished with copies of said bulletin or request prior to its mailing to the Units.

(Res. Com. Rep., NEC Meeting, January 1956)

3.

RESOLVED:  That the Organizational Chart be reviewed annually and updated when necessary to conform with the current Constitution, Bylaws, and Standing Rules, and Guidelines of the National Organization and copies be distributed to the National Executive Committee by the National Secretary.

(NEC Meeting, 1985, Washington, DC)

National Headquarters of Auxiliary Shall be in Same City as Legion Headquarters
4.

RESOLVED:  That the National Headquarters of the American Legion Auxiliary shall be established and maintained at a city determined by the location of the National Headquarters of The American Legion.

(Res. Com. Rep., National Convention 1921, Kansas City)

5.

RESOLVED:  That there shall be a Program Coordinator for the Washington, DC, Office, who shall be appointed by the National President; this appointment to be ratified by the National Executive Committee.

(NEC Meeting, 1985, Washington, DC)

INSERT HERE - 1990 RESOLUTION FROM INDY CONVENTION CLOSING WASHINGTON OFFICE

Uniform Application Blanks
6.

Motion made and carried that we have uniform application for membership blanks.

(NEC Meeting, January 1922)

Legion to Consult Auxiliary Before Use of Emblem Outside of Regular Work
7.

Motion made and carried that a request be sent to National Headquarters of The American Legion asking that we be consulted hereafter before our emblem is used in any way outside of our regular work.

(NEC Meeting, June 1922)

Scrapbooks
8.

Motion made and carried that we have proper scrapbooks prepared and kept at National Headquarters.

(NEC Meeting, June 1922)

Distribution of Bulletins
9.

Motion made, seconded and carried that all information, bulletins, letters and the like going to the regularly elected National Executive Committeewoman be sent also to the Alternate Executive Committeewoman, so that in case she has to act she will be prepared.

(NEC Meeting, September 1924)

Use of Emblem on Unit Stationery
10.

RESOLVED:  That the Units be properly instructed on the use of the emblem on the stationery, the blue star for all uses.

(Res. Com. Rep., National Convention 1925, Omaha, Nebraska)

Emblem - Protection of
11.

RESOLVED:  By the National Executive Committee of the American Legion Auxiliary at a regular meeting held in Indianapolis, Indiana, on January 13, 1948, that the manufacture, sale or purchase for resale, either separately or appended to, or to be appended to, or the reproduction on any article of merchandise manufactured or sold, of the badge, medal, emblem, or other insignia or any colorable imitation thereof, or the reproduction thereof for commercial purposes of the American Legion Auxiliary, or the printing, lithographing, engraving or other like reproduction of such badge, medal, emblem or other insignia or colorable imitation thereof of the American Legion Auxiliary, shall be in accordance with the following rules and regulations hereby declaring the policy of the American Legion Auxiliary;



That the word “emblem” used hereafter shall mean insignia, badge, medal, emblem, or any colorable imitation thereof or the reproduction thereof, of the American Legion Auxiliary.



That the National Officers are charged with resisting and restraining any unauthorized use of the name, “American Legion Auxiliary,” or the emblem.



That the use of the emblem by the individual Unit member shall be limited to the wearing of the official insignia and to the possessions of authorized jewelry or merchandising bearing the emblem.



That the use of the emblem by Departments shall be the same as the use by Units except that convention committees in the several Departments are privileged to use the emblem for decoration and souvenir purposes, subject in each instance to the approval of the National Secretary.



That any other use of the name, “American Legion Auxiliary,” or the emblem shall be subject to the approval of the National Secretary, provided, however, (a) that any requests for such other use of the emblem by Units shall first be subject to Department approval before submission to the National Secretary, and (b) that any other such use by the Departments, when approved by the National Secretary, shall be confined within the territorial limits of the Department.

(Res. Com. Rep., NEC Meeting, January 1948)

National Secretary Authorized to Employ and Discharge Members of Staff
12.

In the interest of business efficiency the National Secretary is given authority to employ and discharge members of the National Headquarters staff.

(Nat. Pres. Rec., National Convention 1925, Omaha, Nebraska)

Preference in Promotion of Members of Headquarters
13.

That whenever possible preference in promotion be given to members of the Headquarters staff, providing, of course, they are capable of filling the position.

(Nat. Pres. Rep., National Convention 1925, Omaha, Nebraska)

Proper Use of Names

14.

RESOLVED:  By the American Legion Auxiliary in convention assembled that the full title “American Legion Auxiliary” be used in all official proceedings of the National Organization, Department Organization and individual Units, and that the use of said initials as a designation of said organization be discouraged by the members thereof.

(Res. Com. Rep., National Convention 1927, Paris, France)

Department Presidents and Secretaries Conference Authorized
15.

After prolonged discussion the convention voted to authorize a conference of Department Presidents and Secretaries to be held at National Headquarters.  It further provided that the expenses of Department Presidents in attendance at such conference should be paid from national funds budgeted for that purpose, and, in the absence of a Department President, the expenses of the Secretary of that Department would be paid from said national funds.

(Nat. Pres. Statement, National Convention 1928, San Antonio, Texas)

(Note:  This has been continued each year.)

Time of Presidents and Secretaries Conference
16.

In regard to the matter of changing the time of the meeting of the Presidents and Secretaries Conference and the National Executive Committee meeting, the Advisory Board recommends that the present policy of holding the meetings separately be continued with the Presidents and Secretaries Conference to be held early in November so that these officers may receive instructions early in the year and carry back the stimulus for greater work to their respective Departments and with the Executive Board meeting in January as usual.

(Advisory Board Rep., NEC Meeting, October 1930)

(This section amended in February 1975 at the NEC meeting to allow National President to schedule meetings at the most expedient time.)

Authority to Incorporate National Organization
17.

RESOLVED:  That the President and Secretary are authorized to incorporate the American Legion Auxiliary under and pursuant to an act of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, approved March 6, 1889, p. 141, entitled “An Act for the Incorporation of Societies Not for Pecuniary Profit, etc.”

(Res. Com. Rep., National Convention 1932, Portland, Oregon)

Articles of Incorporation

18.

BE IT REMEMBERED:  That there are hereby adopted the following articles of incorporation pursuant to the act of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, approved March 6, 1889, p. 141, entitled, “An Act for the incorporation of societies not for pecuniary profit, defining their powers and providing for the election of directors, the dissolution of such corporations, distribution of their property, and the changing of their articles of association, and declaring an emergency.”



1.  The name or title by which this corporation shall be know in law is the American 




    Legion Auxiliary.



2.  The particular objects for which it is formed are to uphold and defend the 

       


    Constitution of the United States of America; to maintain law and order; to foster 



      and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and 




    incidents of our association during the Great Wars; to inculcate a sense of individual                   




    obligation to the community, state and nation; to combat the autocracy of both the 




    classes and the masses; to make right the master of might; to promote peace and 




    goodwill on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, 



      freedom and democracy; to participate in and contribute to the accomplishment of 




    the aims and purposes of The American Legion; to consecrate and sanctify our 




    association by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.



3.
This corporation shall be authorized to hold any of the meetings or conventions





prescribed by the Constitution and Bylaws within or without the State of Indiana 





and within or without the United States of America.



4.
Membership in the American Legion Auxiliary is membership in the National 





Organization of the American Legion Auxiliary by affiliation with Units and only 





those eligible under the Constitution of the American Legion Auxiliary shall be 





eligible for membership.  The rights of all members shall be exercised only through 





delegates when in convention assembled and through the National Executive 





Committeewomen at all other times.



5.
The number of directors of this corporation who are designated National Executive 





Committeewomen shall be fifty-two and the number may be decreased or increased 





in accordance with the provisions of Law, the Constitution and Bylaws, but in no 





event shall the number be less than three.  The directors selected for the 





management of its business and prudential concerns for the first of its existence are:

(Note:  The NEC’s for 1935 are listed on the original document.)



6.
The American Legion Auxiliary shall be non-political and as an organization shall not 





promote the candidacy of any person seeking public office.



7.
The American Legion Auxiliary may acquire any and all of the assets of the existing 





unincorporated National Organization, known as the American Legion Auxiliary, 





upon discharging or satisfactorily providing for the payment and discharge of all its 





liabilities.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1932, Portland, Oregon)

Contributions to National Organization in Honor of National President

19.

WHEREAS, Departments are now contributing a sum of money to the National Organization in honor of the member serving as National President; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED:  That the incoming administration plan and provide for some method whereby these contributions may be recognized and identified in some fitting manner at National Headquarters.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1935, St. Louis, Missouri)

Uniform Date for Department Reports

20.

WHEREAS, there is great confusion existing in the date for reporting activities to the National Chairmen; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED:  That National Headquarters set a uniform date for all annual reports of Departments to National Chairmen.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1936, Cleveland, Ohio)

Rules Set Forth in Unit Handbook Constitute Authority
21.

The authority under which all Departments and Units of the American Legion Auxiliary shall function is vested in this National Constitution and Bylaws and in such Standing Rules as have been duly adopted and set forth in the Unit Handbook of the American Legion Auxiliary.  Any provision of any Department or Unit in conflict with the foregoing authority shall be void.

(Article XIV, National Constitution and Bylaws)

Patent Covering the Emblem of the American Legion Auxiliary
22.

Design Patent No. 55398 covering the emblem of the American Legion Auxiliary was originally issued to George H. Rennick, June 1, 1920, for a period of fourteen years.  On August 2, 1935, it was renewed for a further period of fourteen years (Public Law No. 231-74th Congress {H.R. 4413}).  Again on June 27, 1949, this patent was renewed by Congress for an additional fourteen years (Private Law No. 122-81st Congress {Chapter 252, First Section, S. 647}).



Note:  A patent must always be issued to an individual, as it involves an idea which is personal in character.  Consequently, in all instances, patents are issued to individuals who may later assign them.  The patent which was originally issued to George H. Rennick was not assigned to him by the American Legion Auxiliary following its issuance, and he was finally located and an assignment was executed by him to the Auxiliary, which was recorded in the United States Patent office as of May 22, 1950, recorded Liber E 224, Page 360.



Again, on June 25, 1962, this patent was renewed by Congress for an additional fourteen years (P.O. 87-438-87th Congress).  (This patent was renewed again in 1976, 1992, and will be again in 2001.)

Award of National Trophies Discontinued - Laminated Plaques Substituted

23.

WHEREAS, there exist several trophies, which have been awarded to Departments and Units for outstanding work in various programs; and



WHEREAS, handling of these trophies becomes increasingly expensive and hazardous; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED:  That laminated plaques be awarded to winning Departments and Units, instead of the actual trophies, such plaques to become the permanent property of the Departments or Units; and be it further



RESOLVED:  That the existing trophies remain at National Headquarters in Indianapolis, on display.

(Res. Com. Rep.; NEC Meeting, January 1956)

Simplified Parliamentary Booklet Authorized
24.

WHEREAS, there is evident need for a simplified Parliamentary Booklet; and



WHEREAS, many Units and individuals have requested such a booklet; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED:  That a Parliamentary Booklet be prepared by the National Parliamentarian, to be printed and made available through National Headquarters at the earliest possible time, at a sum not to exceed 15 cents each.

(Note:  The price changes as the economy does.)

Additional Floor Space at National Headquarters Authorized

25.

WHEREAS, the constantly expanding services at National Headquarters require additional floor space for needed storage and shipping; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED:  That authorization be given for this acquisition, making an estimated increased maintenance cost of $100 a month.

(Res. Com. Rep.; NEC Meeting, January 1956)

Washington Headquarters Approved
26.

It was moved, seconded and adopted that Headquarters in Washington, DC, be opened, as explained by the National President.

(Note:  The above motion was adopted after presentation of this matter by the National President at the January 1956 meeting of the National Executive Committee.)

(Note:  Washington office discontinued in December 1989.)

Issuance of Unit Charters
27.

RESOLVED:  That the National Executive Committee allow the National Organization to issue charters immediately upon receipt of the proper application forms and payment of dues.

(NEC Meeting, 1975, Freedoms Foundation, Pennsylvania)

Blanket Coverage of Position Bonds for all Units
28.

RESOLVED:  That this National Executive Committee provide for blanket coverage of all Units, in all Departments, except the Philippines, Denmark, France, Germany, and Mexico, as follows:  a three-year premium, coverage for three years, for all Unit members and Department Staff who handle money at $5,000 coverage for each individual; Department Staff are covered for $35,000; plus the $5,000 with the Department premium being billed annually to the Department by National based upon approximately $3 per Unit for a three-year period; for example, a Department with 50 Units, $3 for three years; and, be it further



RESOLVED:  That it shall be the choice of the Department if they wish to invest in Units, $1 each for three-year periods, or if they, the Department, wish to remit to National the three-year premium for all Units; and annually assess the Units one-third of the total three-year premium.

(Res. Com. Rep.; NEC Meeting 1977, Washington, DC)

(Note:  The bond has been amended to provide $10,000 coverage at the Unit level and $40,000 coverage for Department level, with a $250 deductible.  The Departments are billed $5 per year for the number of Units in the Department at the time the bond is renewed.  The Department premium then remains the same for the three-year period of the bond.)

NATIONAL CONVENTION

PERMANENT ORGANIZATION
Permanent Organization
(Note:  Each Convention has a Committee on a Permanent Organization and Rules.  The rules from 1986 given below as an example.)


The National President shall be the Chairman of the Convention, as directed by the Constitution.


The National Vice President shall be the Vice Chairman of the Convention, and in compliance with Constitutional requirements, may act in the place of the National President.


The National Secretary shall be the permanent Secretary of the Convention, with the power to appoint such assistant secretaries as she may deem necessary.


The Officers of the Convention who are present and the Chairmen of the special standing committees required to report at the Convention shall be permitted to sit with the Convention body.


There shall be the following Convention committees.  The duties of the committees shall be, generally, to consider matters assigned to such committees or which may be specifically referred to them by the Convention, and, in particular, the duties set forth after their names.


Committee on Credentials:  To pass upon the credentials of the Departments and to handle all matters where delegation contests arise.


Committee on Rules:  To formulate the rules under which the Convention shall operate.


Committee on Resolutions:  To consider and recommend upon all questions referred to it by the Convention; to formulate such Convention resolutions not within the jurisdiction of any one of the following named committees, and all resolutions referred to this committee for consideration by the committees.


Committee on Constitutional Amendments:  To receive the report of the standing committee on Constitution and Bylaws amendments adopted by the Convention.


Committee on Finance:  To receive the report of the National Treasurer and the report of the standing committee on Finance; and to consider all matters pertaining to financial policy which may come before the Convention.


The duties of the following named committees, to wit:  Commitee on Americanism, Community Service, Education, Girls State, Historians, Junior Activities, Leadership, Legislative, Membership, National Security, Past Presidents Parley, Poppy, Public Relations, and Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation shall be, generally, to consider and to recommend upon the subject matter usually assigned to such committees, or which may be specifically referred to them by the Convention, and, in particular, to receive the reports of their corresponding committees, to consider and to recommend to their incoming standing committees such changes as may be considered helpful or necessary for carrying on their work.

NATIONAL CONVENTION

DATE AND PLACE

Convention Date to Conform to Legion’s
1.
RESOLVED:  That the National Convention of the American Legion Auxiliary conform in duration of time to the National American Legion Convention.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1928, San Antonio, Texas)

(Note:  The American Legion Auxiliary’s National Convention is also held in the same location as that of The American Legion’s.)

CONVENTION RULES

(AN EXAMPLE:  THE 1993 RULES)

1.
All meetings of this Convention shall be called to order at the designated time, or as soon thereafter as a quorum is present.

2.
The Chair may deviate from the printed program when necessary or expedient.

3.
The Credentials Committee shall report at such times as directed by the Chair.

4.
The audience shall remain seated during the business of the Convention.  Doors will remain open unless noise interferes with the conducting of business.  Delegates will be allowed to leave or enter the auditorium except when balloting or elections are being held, or when a speaker is speaking.  There shall be no rhythmic applauding when guests are presented, but spontaneous applause is to be encouraged.  Smoking is not permitted.

5.
Since it is deemed advisable for security purposes that all persons in the Grand Ballroom be identified, admission to the business sessions at the National Convention shall be restricted to those persons displaying the official Convention badge, or other acceptable official credentials, or who are under the age of twelve (12) years.

6.
As set forth in the Call for the 73rd Annual National Convention, only previously authorized photographers shall be permitted on stage during the Convention sessions.

7.
The Chairman of each Department delegation shall be charged with the responsibility of seeing that only accredited delegates having official Convention badges are seated with their delegation.  If a delegate is to be absent from a meeting, she shall give her badge to her alternate who shall then take the delegate’s place.

8.
A delegate wishing the privilege of the floor shall wear her delegate’s badge and be seated with her delegation in the voting section.

9.
A member wishing to address the Convention shall rise, (1) address the Chair, (2) wait to be recognized by the Chair, and (3) give her name and Department.

10.
Debate on any question shall be limited to two minutes for each speaker.  No person shall speak on the same question more than twice without the consent of the Convention.

11.
Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote.  The vote of any delegate absent and not represented by an alternate shall be cast with the majority of the delegates present from her Department.  (This is in accordance with the National Constitution, Article VI, Section 5.)

12.
Voting shall be by voice vote except when the Chair deems it necessary to use some other method or when a roll call is demanded by the Chairman of three Department delegations (or as provided for in the election of National Officers in rules 34 and 35).

13.
The Secretary of each Department delegation shall be responsible for distribution to the delegates in her delegation all material given to her by National Headquarters for the delegates.

14.
There shall be no public presentation of gifts to individuals from the American Legion Auxiliary, except by prearrangement with the National President.

15.
Nomination of candidates for Division National Vice President shall be at the caucuses on Sunday morning.

16.
Nomination of candidates for the office of National President, National Vice President, National Chaplain, and National Historian shall be on Tuesday.

17.
Nominations shall be made from the floor on roll call of Departments alphabetically.  No Department shall yield to another Department for the purpose of making a nomination.

18.
Nominating speeches shall be limited to two minutes for each candidate except the National President candidate.  She will be allowed four minutes.  There shall be no seconding speeches.

19.
After the nominating speeches for National Officers on Tuesday, each of the nominees for National President, National Vice President, National Chaplain, and National Historian shall be introduced to the assembly by the Auxiliary member making her nomination, said introduction to be only by name and Department affiliation; and in response to the introduction, the nominee for office shall be allowed a maximum of two minutes for remarks.

20.
Candidates for the office of National President, National Vice President, National Chaplain, and National Historian shall appear before the Divisional Caucuses, but not the Department Caucuses.

21.
Election of National Officers shall be held on Wednesday.

22.
When there is but one candidate for any office, the roll call may be dispensed with, and the nominee elected by voice.  When there are more than one candidate for National Office, the election shall be by secret ballot.

ELECTION BY BALLOT
23.
The National President shall appoint an Election Committee consisting of one (1) election judge; two (2) tellers; and two (2) clerks.  Ballot envelopes shall be provided for each Department.  The number of votes to be cast by each Department shall be written on the upper right-hand corner of each envelope.  The number of votes shall be certified by the Credentials Committee Chairman.


Placed inside each envelope shall be:



(1)
Number of ballots to be cast by each Department.



(2)
One tally sheet, which shall have the number of votes to be cast written in the 



upper right-hand corner.


Ballot envelopes shall be distributed to the Chairman of each delegation.  When all ballot envelopes have been distributed, a ten-minute recess shall be called.


Each Chairman of the delegation shall appoint two delegates to assist her in counting the number of votes cast.  The Chairman shall give a ballot to each voting delegate.


Each delegate shall be entitled to one (1) vote.  (NO VOTE MAY BE DIVIDED INTO PARTS.)


The vote of any absentee delegate shall be cast with the majority.  The vote of each Past National President and members of the National Executive Committee in good standing in their local Unit and attending the Convention shall be exercised with their Department.  The vote of a Past National President or National Officer not present at the Convention shall be cast with the majority.

The Chairman of the delegation shall enter on the tally sheets the total number of votes cast, plus the absentee votes witnessed by assistants.  The Chairman of the delegation shall place the tally sheets and all the ballots in the ballot envelopes.  The name of the Department shall be removed from the ballot envelopes by the Chairman of the delegation.  The Chairman shall return the ballot envelopes to the election judge.


When all ballot envelopes have been returned to the election judge, or the ten-minute recess for voting has elapsed, the National President shall declare the election closed.  When votes have been tabulated by the Election Committee, three (3) certification sheets shall be taken to the National President by the election judge and two (2) tellers.  Each certification sheet shall be signed by all three (3) election officials.


A majority of votes cast shall elect.


The election judge shall read the report of the Election Committee.


The National President shall declare as elected the candidates who received the majority of votes cast.

RESOLUTIONS
24.
The three member Resolutions Committee appointed by the National President shall receive all resolutions, study and refer them to the proper committee for action.  All resolutions presented shall be in writing and signed by two qualified delegates or by action of a Department, with the exception of courtesy resolutions.  The Resolutions Committee shall number these resolutions in logical sequence, will see that they are in proper form, and eliminate duplication by combining if necessary.

25.
Any recommendation or resolution to be referred to The American Legion for consideration must first be acted upon by the Convention delegates.  Resolutions or recommendations in conflict with the policy of The American Legion shall not be considered.

26.
Any resolution or recommendation involving the expenditure or appropriation of money shall be referred to the National Finance Committee before being considered.  The National Finance Committee shall act upon the resolution or recommendation and mark its action on the resolution.

27.
Any resolution not germane to a Program Committee shall be presented to the Pre-Convention Resolutions Committee (one representative from each Department) for action.

28.
Only the resolving clause of recommendations or resolutions will be read on the Convention floor, unless requested to be set aside for further discussion.

29.
The three-member Resolutions Committee shall report as directed by the National President.  Courtesy resolutions shall be presented as one of the last items of business of the Convention.

30.
Resolutions may be presented from the floor when there is no pending business before the Convention, after which they shall be referred to the proper committee without discussion.

31.
The three-member Resolutions Committee shall, if requested, give the delegates or the Department presenting a resolution an opportunity to explain same.

32.
Any resolution adopted by a Pre-Convention Committee shall be brought to the Convention body for vote.

33.
Any resolution rejected by a Pre-Convention Committee or by the Resolutions Committee may be brought before the Convention by two-thirds vote of the Convention body.

34.
These rules may be amended during the Convention by a two-thirds vote.

35.
Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall be the parliamentary authority on all points not covered by these Convention rules, the National Constitution and Bylaws, and Convention mandates.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

American Legion - Cooperation With
1.
WHEREAS, the determination of the policy of the American Legion Auxiliary in regard to the liaison with The American Legion is a question which must be settled before the National Organization of the American Legion Auxiliary is made permanent; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary, in Convention assembled, refers this question to the National Executive Committee with the recommendation that contact between the two organizations be maintained in all work which is similar; and that all reactions with The American Legion be so conducted as to ensure harmony.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1921, Kansas City)

Vote by Mail
2.
The motion was made and carried that the President have the privilege of having a vote of the Executive Committee by letter.

(NEC Meeting, October 1922)

Privilege of Chairmen, Standing Committees
3.
It was moved and carried that chairmen of Standing Committees who are not members of the Executive Committee be given the privilege of the floor without vote.

(NEC Meeting, January 1928)

Rights of Past National Presidents at National Executive Committee Meetings
4.
Mr. Gregg, the Counsel General, and several parliamentary authorities have given the opinion that the National Constitution and Bylaws give all Past National Presidents every right at the Executive Committee except that which is denied them, the right to vote.

(NEC Meeting, September 1942)

Department Presidents Present in City - Privilege to Attend National Executive Committee Sessions
5.
WHEREAS, a number of the Departments are in Washington at the time of the National Executive Committee Meeting in order to attend the Forum; and


WHEREAS, there has been some discussion as to their privilege to attend the sessions of the National Executive Committee; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That if facilities permit, those Department Presidents who are in the city at the time of the National Executive Committee Meeting be granted the privilege of attending the sessions.

(NEC Meeting, January 1956)

(Note:  The Forum is now the Awareness Assembly.)

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Policy Committee - Defined

1.
This committee is composed of the five immediate Past National Presidents who advise the National President on such matters as she may see fit to bring to their attention for consideration.

Change of Name
2.
The motion was adopted that the word “policy” be changed to “advisory,” the committee to be known as “Advisory Committee.”

(Pre-Convention NEC Meeting, August 1958, Chicago, Illinois)

Advisory Committee

3.
WHEREAS, every National President has turned to Past National Presidents for advice and counsel and sometimes these Past National Presidents are not members of the Advisory Committee due to the fact that this committee, as it now stands, is composed of the immediate five Past National Presidents who have served as National President the previous five years; and


WHEREAS, the present arrangements of automatic membership on this commitee by the five immediate Past National Presidents often preclude the appointment by a National President of this person in a more valuable assessment as National Chairman or a member of a National Committee; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the National President be free to appoint those Past National Presidents from whom she intends to seek her advise and counsel rather than the last five who have served as National President, and that the duties of this committee be of an advisory capacity.

(National Convention, Portland 1965)

AMERICANISM COMMITTEE

Adult Citizenship Classes

1.
RESOLVED:  That we work for state legislation making it incumbent on school officials to cooperate with the Federal Government in its citizenship work and providing instruction in our language and citizenship duties for the native and foreign-born in need of such instruction; and be it further


RESOLVED:  That all colleges, universities, normals, and teachers’ training classes include in their curriculum a course in citizenship for all prospective teachers of citizenship classes; and be it further


RESOLVED:  That we do all in our power to interest and encourage all those in need of such classes to take advantage of such instruction.

(Americanism Com. Rep.; National Convention 1921, Kansas City)

Endorsement of Present and Future Programs of The American Legion
2.
WHEREAS, an investigation of the textbooks of the histories of the United States has revealed a great deal of anti-American propaganda; and


WHEREAS, this investigation has further shown that many of the histories are of a sectional nature and do not do justice to all the states of our Union; and


WHEREAS, the National Americanism Commission of The American Legion has outlined a plan which has been endorsed by many national organizations, leading educators, statesmen, and citizens of our country, which will have for its purpose the contributing of a true unbiased Americanism United States history testbook for the children of our land, which will correct all the evils brought to light by the many history investigations throughout the country; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary in National Convention assembled heartily endorse the plan as outlined by the National Americanism Commission of The American Legion.

(Americanism Com. Rep.; National Convention 1923, San Francisco, California)


RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary in National Convention in National Convention assembled, City of San Francisco, State of California, highly commends the National Americanism Commission of The American Legion, not only for its past work and accomplishments, but endorses as well the future plans of the National Americanism Commission of The American Legion, and pledges its whole-hearted support in carrying out these plans.

(Americanism Com. Rep.; National Convention 1923, San Francisco, California)

Original Americanism Committee Authorized - Cooperation with Legion Americanism 

Commission Endorsed

3.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary in convention assembled, City of San Francisco, State of California, year of 1923, establish an Americanism Committee based upon the present organization of the National Americanism Commission of The American Legion; and be it further


RESOLVED:  That the Americanism Committee of the Auxiliary will cooperate with the National Americanism Commission of The American Legion in carrying forward this most important work undertaken by them; and be it further


RESOLVED:  That this plan be put into effect immediately.

(Americanism Com. Rep.; National Convention 1923, San Francisco, California)

Unit Program on Americanism Established
4.
RESOLVED:  That each Unit take up Americanism work as a definite part of the Auxiliary’s program, carrying out as far as practicable the following principles:



1.
Proper observance of all national holidays, conducting such with the idea of 




impressing upon the public mind the patriotic message which each day carries.



2.
The aiding of all foreign-born applicants for citizenship by conducting classes




of instruction in the fundamentals of government.

(National Convention 1924, St. Paul, Minnesota)

Americanism to be Taught in Schools
5.
RESOLVED:  That the teaching of the principles of true Americanism, the virtue of patriotism and the responsibilities of defense of country be encouraged in our schools.

(Americanism Com. Rep.; National Convention 1925, Omaha, Nebraska)

Re-endorse Program for Physical Training of Youth
6.
RESOLVED:  That we re-endorse the position that the American Legion Auxiliary has taken in regard to the physical training of our youth to fit them not only for the ordinary labor of their state, but for the defense of their country if necessary.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1926, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)

Proper Display of Flag Endorsed
7.
RESOLVED:  That this organization see that our Flag is properly dislpayed and respected at all times and that the proper Pledge of Allegiance and salute is given and Unit Chairmen go to other groups and societies urging individuals to be able to know and give this pledge correctly.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1926, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)

Copy of Flag Code to be Presented with Flag at the Time of Initiation
8.
RESOLVED:  That a copy of the Flag Code be presented with the Flag at the time of initiation.

(Americanism Com. Rep.; National Convention 1934, Miami, Florida)

Protect Against Teachers Spreading Subversive Doctrines
9.
RESOLVED:  That the Fourteenth American Legion Auxiliary Convention recommend that the members of this Convention protest against professors and teachers in those colleges, universities and public and private schools who are spreading subversive and radical influences among the youth of our land, and thereby endangering the principles of national defense, and urge that their members take steps to combat this evil.

(Americanism Com. Rep.; National Convention 1934, Miami, Florida)

Units be Given Definite Instructions Regarding Salute and Display of Flag
10.
The motion was made, seconded and carried that Units be given definite instructions regarding the proper salute to the Flag and uniform display of the Flag.

(Americanism Com. Rep.; National Convention 1934, Miami, Florida)

Endorse Continuance of Teaching Constructive Americanism

11.
RESOLVED:  That a great and continuous effort be made to teach constructive Americanism on the principles that this is the best weapon with which to attack radicalism.  Such efforts should be directed especially at the school children and the members of our own organization; the former because the children are at an age when permanent ideas may best be instilled, the latter because we cannot hope to bring others to a brief which we ourselves do not hold unswervingly.

(Americanism Com. Rep.; National Convention 1936, Cleveland, Ohio)

Pledge of Support Against Subversive Influences Reiterated
12.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary, in National Convention assembled, again records its staunch opposition to Communism in all its forms, whether open or disguised, and to all other un-Americanisms which may seek to arise in the United States of America; and be it further


RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary pledges itself even more sincerely, and in spite of public criticism, to the combating of Communism and all other subversive influences, particularly in our schools, and to the upholding of American ideals, traditions and instructions.

(Americanism Com. Rep.; National Convention 1938, Los Angeles, California)

Pledge of Allegiance — Position of Hand
13.
At the National Executive Committee Meeting in January, 1943, the established custom of extending the right arm toward the flag at the words “to the flag” in the Pledge of Allegiance was continued.


Later, however, by Act of Congress, the hand remains over the heart when the Pledge of Allegiance is given and when the National Anthem is rendered.  This would supersede the above action.

Award of Citizenship Medal Authorized by Unit to High School Senior
14.
WHEREAS, the only Americanism medal available is for awarding to adults only; and


WHEREAS, the awarding of an Americanism medal each year to a girl in the senior class in high school would be a way of promoting the principles stressed at Girls State and tend to make them better citizens; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That we recommend the American Legion Auxiliary make available through the Emblem Division an Americanism or Citizenship medal, to be awarded by the Unit to a high school girl, a senior, based on Americanism, leadership, scholarship and cooperativeness, with credits in history and government required.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1955, Miami, Florida)

Proper Use and Care of American Flag During Olympic Events
15.
RESOLVED:  That information on the proper use and care of our Flag be made available to all United States participants in future Olympic events.

(National Convention 1992, Chicago, Illinois)

Constitutional Amendment to Protect the Flag from Desecration
16.
RESOLVED:  That the members of the American Legion Auxiliary assembled at this convention support and promote the efforts of The American Legion in their endeavors for the adoption and ratification of an amendment to the Constitution of the United States which would protect the Flag from desecration.

(National Convention 1989, Baltimore, Maryland)

Pledge to an Oath for Membership
17.
RESOLVED:  That all persons applying for membership in any Unit of the American Legion Auxiliary be willing to sign or pledge to an oath stating that she does not subscribe to the principles of, nor belong to any organization opposed to our form of government; and be it further


RESOLVED:  That the Department of New York request the National Organization of the American Legion Auxiliary to add such a pledge to their next printing of membership application blanks similar to that now contained in membership application blanks of The American Legion.

(National Convention 1958, Chicago, Illinois)

Loyalty Clause Added to Short Form Initiation
18.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of California, in convention assembled this twenty-ninth day of June, do petition the National Organization to include the Loyalty Clause in the short form initiation to conform with The American Legion.

(National Convention 1958, Chicago, Illinois)

Punctuation of Pledge of Allegiance
19.
RESOLVED:  That the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag in the small Manual of Ceremonies, page 67, be correctly punctuated to read:  “one nation under God, indivisible,” etc.

(National Convention 1960, Miami, Florida)

All Governmental Agencies Informed of Colors in Flags
20.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of California, request that all governmental agencies be informed that the American Legion Auxiliary approves of the adherence to original bright colors in all fifty (50) star flags.

(National Convention 1960, Miami, Florida)

Freedoms Foundation Youth Seminar
21.
The first “Freedom and Leadership Youth Conference” for Junior members and Sons of The American Legion was sponsored by the American Legion Auxiliary in 1980 and the program continued in 1981.  Since there were too few applications submitted to allow for the scholarships, the Rules were changed to expand competituion.

22.
Rules changed to include all students in grades 10-11-12 and no longer limit the seminar to Junior members and Sons of The American Legion.

(NEC Meeting December 1981, Indianapolis, Indiana)

23.
WHEREAS, the youth of our country are the future leaders; and


WHEREAS, subjects pertaining to patriotism, Americanism, and our heritage are no longer given special emphasis in our schools; and


WHEREAS, the youth of our country can spread the word among other youths faster than any other persons; and


WHEREAS, Freedoms Foundation does present a much-needed seminar for the youth of our country; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That an emphasis in the Americanism program be placed on the Youth Seminar held at Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the Departments consider contributing to the National Organization, in part or in whole, tuition monies in order to allow for more students and more seminars at Freedoms Foundation sponsored by the American Legion Auxiliary.

(National Convention 1983, Seattle, Washington)

American Indian

24.
RESOLVED:  That a study of the American Indian become a part of the Americanism program; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the present Americanism Committee investigate and recommend material available for such study in 1970-71.

(NEC Meeting 1971, Washington, DC)

Veterans Day and Memorial Day
25.
WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary is a working partner of The American Legion; and


WHEREAS, they believe that Veterans Day should be observed on November 11 as the most meaningful date to all war veterans and Memorial Day on May 30 as established following the Civil War; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary at the National Convention held in Chicago, Illinois, August 19-24, 1972, give its full support to The American Legion in its efforts to restore these meaningful dates.

(National Convention 1972, Chicago, Illinois)

26.
WHEREAS, the traditional Memorial Day holiday was set by Congress of the United States as May 30 to honor departed loved ones; and


WHEREAS, Congress changed the date to create another three-day holiday weekend for the enjoyment of employees of state, federal, and other agencies; and


WHEREAS, this action undermines our efforts to uphold the traditions on which our country was based; and


WHEREAS, children of school age do not have the opportunity to participate in traditional Memorial Day services because schools are not dismissed for the holiday; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That we urge the return of Memorial Day to the traditional May 30 date.

(National Convention 1981, Honolulu, Hawaii)

Americanism Essay Contest
27.
RESOLVED:  By the American Legion Auxiliary in regular session assembled this 19th day of August 1975 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, that all future awards of the Youth of America Essay Contest shall be made at a suitable meeting of the Department from which the winner is selected.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1975, Minneapolis, Minnesota)

28.
RESOLVED:  That the Department of Montana request the National Chairman to include the Junior Division in next year’s Americanism Essay Contest.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1976, Seattle, Washington)

29.
RESOLVED:  That the mandatory requirement for Americanism Essay entries to be typewritten, be dropped; however, the winning essay be typewritten for further competition.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1977, Denver, Colorado)

30.
WHEREAS, the Americanism work of the American Legion Auxiliary includes all activities tending to perpetuate American ideals and to uphold the principles of American democracy; and


WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary strongly promotes Americanism in our youth; and


WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary Units enlist the participation of the Americanism Essay Contest in their junior high school and senior high school levels; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That in order to have more participation in the Americanism Essay Contest, the Americanism Essay Contest be for no more than 500 words.

(National Convention 1984, Salt Lake City, Utah)

American History Study
31.
RESOLVED:  That the Department of Montana, American Legion Auxiliary, requests our National Organization to support a nationwide program to maintain the study of American history and American government as a requirement for graduation in every high school in the United States of America.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1976, Seattle, Washington)

Pledge of Allegiance in Schools
32.
RESOLVED:  That the National American Legion Auxiliary, its Department branches and local Units, develop educational programs designed to encourage our nation’s schools to include the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag as a regular and meaningful experience in the school program.

(Americanism Com. Rep.; National Convention 1977, Denver, Colorado)

Bringing Department Colors to National Convention
33.
Policy Recommendation:  That Departments wishing to bring their Department Colors to National Convention for presentation in the opening processional be allowed to do so.  Each Department shall assume the full responsibility for the shipping of same.

(Americanism Com. Rep.; National Convention 1977, Denver, Colorado)

Statue of Liberty
34.
WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary recognizes the need to preserve the Statue of Liberty; and


WHEREAS, this could be a District, State, and National project of the American Legion Auxiliary to further Americanism in the hearts of our children; and


WHEREAS, this could also be a project of the people of this great country of the United States; and


WHEREAS, the Statue of Liberty will be reaching its 100th birthday, and Mr. Lee Iacocca, Chairman of the Board of the Chrysler Corporation and Chairman of the Joint Commission to Restore the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, is trying to launch a four-year nationwide campaign; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the members of the American Legion Auxiliary propose the support of this project to be instilled in the schools and communities throughout our nation through the Americanism program.

(National Convention 1983, Seattle, Washington)

Americanism Program to Include Music
35.
At Honolulu, Hawaii, August 30-September 2, 1981, the National Convention by adoption of amendment of Bylaws, Article V, discontinued the National Music Committee as a Standing Committee of the National Organzation and transferred the Music program to be covered under the jurisdiction of the Americanism Committee and the Americanism Committee to consist of four (4) members and five (5) Divisional Chairmen.


The Music Committee continued under Americanism until 1986, at which time it was reestablished as a National Standing Committee with its own chairman and two (2) Committee Members, and that the Americanism Committee be reestablished as a Standing Committee consisting of three (3) members and five (5) Divisional Chairmen.

(National Convention 1986, Cincinnati, Ohio)

(Note:  Each year the American Legion Auxiliary adopts the Americanism program of The American Legion.)

AUXILIARY EMERGENCY FUND

COMMITTEE

Formation of Committee
1.
This committee was created by the adoption of a resolution of the National Executive Committee of the American Legion Auxiliary in regular session in Minneapolis, Minnesota, November 10, 1969, and a committee of three (3) members was approved.

Helen Colby Small Foundation
2.
WHEREAS, the estate of Helen Colby Small was given to the National American Legion Auxiliary; and


WHEREAS, the National Auxiliary Emergency Fund was established from the residue of said estate; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the inheritance from the Helen Colby Small estate be known as the “Helen Colby Small Foundation,” and the name of the committee shall remain the Auxiliary Emergency Fund Committee.

(National Convention 1971, Houston, Texas)

Increase of Emergency Grant
3.
RESOLVED:  That grant-in-aid be increased from $150 to $200 per month to more effectively meet the needs of our Auxiliary members who depend on us.

(National Convention 1974, Hollywood, Florida)

4.
The 1979 National Convention in Houston by resolution increased the monthly grant from $200 to $300, for a maximum of three (3) months.

5.
WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary is in agreement with the need and benefits of the Auxiliary Emergency Fund; and


WHEREAS, many American Legion Auxiliary Units donate each year to this fund; and


WHEREAS, a Unit member, to apply for aid, must have five years consecutive membership in the Auxiliary with current dues paid; and


WHEREAS, living costs have increased greatly since the program was instituted; and


WHEREAS, $300 per month is the maximum amount granted by National; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That $400 per month for a three-month period is the maximum amount to be granted by National to a Unit member under the Auxiliary Emergency Fund.

(National Convention 1986, Cincinnati, Ohio)

Rules for Application for Aid
6.
WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary is in agreement with the need and benefits of the Auxiliary Emergency Fund; and


WHEREAS, many American Legion Auxiliary Units donate each year to this fund; and


WHEREAS, a Unit member, to apply for aid, must have five years consecutive membership in the Auxiliary with current dues paid; and


WHEREAS, an applicant must complete a four-page, detailed application and write a narrative relating the need for funds; and


WHEREAS, another Unit member (not a relative) must also write a statement of need for the applicant; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the rules for the application for aid from the Auxiliary Emergency Fund be simplified.

(National Convention 1986, Cincinnati, Ohio)

Displaced Homemakers Program
7.
WHEREAS, many of our Senior American Legion Auxiliary members have found it necessary to enter the work force because of death, incapacitation, or desertion of their spouse; and


WHEREAS, those same women may find it difficult to obtain employment due to the need for updating skills to meet the job requirements in today’s job market; and


WHEREAS, through the generosity of our Units there is funding available in the Auxiliary Emergency Fund balance to expand its use; and


WHEREAS, our auditors have recommended to us that these funds should be put to wider use for the benefit of our members; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the use of Auxiliary Emergency Funds be expanded to include the Displaced Homemakers Program; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That this program be promoted by the National Education Committee under the Career Education portion of that program; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the application and rules devised for the Displaced Homemakers Program be adopted by this Convention body; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the profits from the 1981-82 President’s Commemorative Plate be deposited into the Auxiliary Emergency Fund to further fund the Displaced Homemakers Program.

(National Convention 1981, Honolulu, Hawaii)

(Note:  Funds derived from the President’s Commemorative Plate to be deposited into the Auxiliary Emergency Fund was authorized for 1981-82 only.)

9.
WHEREAS, the funding of the Displaced Homemakers Program is to be expended from the Auxiliary Emergency Fund; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the Displaced Homemakers Program be promoted by the Auxiliary Emergency Fund Committee.

(National Convention 1982, Chicago, Illinois)

CAVALCADE OF MEMORIES

COMMITTEE

A committee of three (3) members was appointed by the National President.  This committee is known as “Cavalcade of Memories.”

Creation of Committee
1.
WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary has contributed for more than 50 years to the preservation of the “Spirit of ‘76” and the way of American way of life; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That its unique and dedicated contributions be memoralized in a special “Cavalcade of Memories” to be located in our National Headquarters; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That items and articles of national interest of the American Legion Auxiliary for this historical preservation be gratefully received and displayed with honor; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That a Curator’s Committee of three (3) be appointed, and that the National Secretary serve as an ex-officio member; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That necessary funds be provided in the 1973 budget to establish this Cavalcade of Memories and future budgets provide for its perpetuation.

Furnishings are Permanent Property
2.
RESOLVED:  That all items be the permanent property of National Headquarters, wherever located, and not subject to disposal and/or sale; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That a form be developed by National Headquarters for signature by the donor at the time of donation of the item(s) to the museum signifying that the item is given permanently to the National Organization and not subject to recall by the donor.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1980, Boston, Massachusetts)

Blackburn Trophy for Americanism Retired
3.
RESOLVED:  That the Blackburn Rotating Trophy be permanently retired at the end of the 1976 National Convention to be held in Seattle, Washington; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That this trophy be put in a place of honor in the Cavalcade of Memories room in National Headquarters with an appropriate history and a list of all winners through 1975-76.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1976, Seattle, Washington)

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

COMMITTEE

The proposed change of name from “Child Welfare” was made by The American Legion 1970 Convention, Atlanta, Georgia.

Department Chairmen Urged to Attend Area Conferences
1.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary in convention assembled does endorse and approve the attendance of Department Child Welfare (Children and Youth) Chairmen of the American Legion Auxiliary at said school, and urges all Departments of the American Legion Auxiliary to authorize the attendance of their Department Child Welfare (Children and Youth) Chairmen at Department expense; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the attendance of Department Chairmen at the National Child Welfare School does not and should not take the place of attendance at Area Child Welfare Conferences.

(Child Welfare Com. Rep.; National Convention 1953, St. Louis, Missouri)

Area Conferences (Regional Leadership Conferences)
2.
STANDING RULE VII, #2, Children and Youth:  The Children and Youth Committee shall be responsible for the program of The American Legion each year under the direction of the Children and Youth Commission.

(National Convention 1979, Houston, Texas)

(Note:  The annual Children and Youth Conferences have been changed from Area to Division by the Children and Youth Commission, 1979, and are now known as “Regional Leadership Conferences.”)

Religious Training of Children Stressed
3.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary urge all Child Welfare (Children and Youth) Chairmen to continue actively in the promotion of religious training of children, recognizing that the spiritual strength attained by participation in this endeavor will definitely aid in bringing to all a greater realization of its need and the value in our lives.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1954, Washington, DC)

(Reaffirmed at National Convention 1955, Miami, Florida)

Juvenile Delinquency Prevention Stressed
4.
RESOLVED:  That Department Child Welfare (Children and Youth) Chairmen give serious thought to the problem of juvenile delinquency and take it upon themselves to continue to try to awaken more interest in this program, and attempt to secure greater emphasis on the prevention and cure of juvenile delinquency in all Departments and Units.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1954, Washington, DC)

Units Urged to Cooperate with Legion and Other Groups in the Prevention and Combating of Juvenile Delinquency
5.
RESOLVED:  That we urge all Units to intensify their efforts in cooperation with The American Legion, and all existing groups, agencies and organizations, in the prevention and combating of juvenile delinquency.

(Child Welfare Com. Rep.; National Convention 1955, Miami, Florida)

Unit and Department Child Welfare (Children and Youth) Chairmen to Cooperate with Civil Defense Chairmen
6.
RESOLVED:  That Unit and Department Child Welfare (Children and Youth) Chairmen cooperate with the Civil Defense Chairmen in promoting the Civil Defense Program, particularly the Registration and Information Service.

(Child Welfare Com. Rep.; National Convention 1955, Miami, Florida)

(Note:  The Standing Committee of Civil Defense has been dissolved.  It is suggested that this activity be in cooperation with the Community Service Chairman.)

Newspaper and Magazine Editors, Radio Managers and Television Directors to Tone Down Teenage Crime Reports
7.
RESOLVED:  That this organization go on record as imploring newspaper editors, magazine editors, radio managers and television directors to tone down the spectacular presentation of crimes and build up the front page prominence of wholesome “juvenile” accomplishment; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That these same news outlets be requested, when reporting juvenile crime, to leave out the words “juvenile” and “teenage,” and that these outlets make an honest effort to make the teenage group something that every child will be proud that he is a part of.

(Child Welfare Com. Rep.; National Convention 1955, Miami, Florida)

Adopt Child Welfare (Children and Youth) Resolutions and Recommendations of The American Legion
8.
WHEREAS, members of the American Legion Auxiliary serve as volunteers in state schools and day care centers for retarded children; and


WHEREAS, these volunteers do not receive official recognition for these services, and it is believed that this recognition is long overdue; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That a volunteer program similar to that in Rehabilitation be organized in Child Welfare.

(National Convention 1967, Boston, Massachusetts)

9.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary adopt the Child Welfare (Children and Youth) resolutions and recommendations adopted by The American Legion in convention assembled.

(National Convention 1962, Las Vegas, Nevada)

Contributions to The American Legion
10.
WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary shares with The American Legion the desire to continue research through The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary contribute the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) to The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation.

(National Convention 1962, Hollywood, Florida)

(Note:  This annual contribution of $10,000 was reaffirmed by resolution at each National Convention.)

11.
WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary shares with The American Legion the financial responsibility to veterans’ children; and


WHEREAS, we recognize the inflated cost of printing timely Children and Youth brochures, Area Conference programs and annual report forms which The American Legion Children and Youth Commission so generously shares with the American Legion Auxiliary; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That our annual contribution to The American Legion Children and Youth Commission be increased from $15,000 to $20,000.

(National Convention 1974, Hollywood, Florida)

(Note:  This annual contribution of $20,000 was reaffirmed by resolution at each National Convention through 1997.)

Reports
12.
WHEREAS, the rules of the Community Service narrative report require no set amount of words; and


WHEREAS, the rules of the Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation narrative report require a limit of 1,000 words; and


WHEREAS, the Children and Youth program of the American Legion Auxiliary is just as important as the Community Service and Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation programs, and is a part of each said programs, and should not be discriminated against by the limited amount of words in the written narrative; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the rules for the Children and Youth narrative report be changed to read “not more than 1,000 words.”

(National Convention 1972, Chicago, Illinois)

Olympic Teams
13.
RESOLVED:  That this National Executive Committee of the American Legion Auxiliary express its pride in the outstanding accomplishments of these patriotic young American women who have sacrificed so much to represent their country in international competition, and whose dedication and love of country have proven to be an inspiration to all of us; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That our respective Departments explore every means possible through existing programs to give volunteer support to aid in providing adequate assistance for America’s future Olympic teams.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, November 1979, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania)

International Human Assistance Program
14.
RESOLVED:  That the program of financial assistance to the International Human Assistance Programs, Inc., to provide heart surgery for all children with heart defects, to be a program of the American Legion Auxiliary Children and Youth Committee for the year 1977-78.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1977, Denver, Colorado)

15.
RESOLVED:  That the program of financial assistance to the International Human Assistance Programs, Inc., to provide open heart surgery for all children with heart defects, be a program of the American Legion Auxiliary Children and Youth Committee and that the contributions be equally divided to the International Human Assistance Programs, Inc., and the Open Heart Program at the Minneapolis Medical Center in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1978, New Orleans, Louisiana)

(Note:  This program was continued until replaced by resolution adopted to change the title of the program and financial assistance from the International Human Assistance Programs, Inc., to the Children’s Heart Fund.)

Children’s Heart Fund
16.
WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary’s support of the International Human Assistance Programs was rewarded with the knowledge that children with heart defects who came from localities where capabilities do not exist for the performance of necessary surgery and from families who are without the financial resources to pay for their care; and


WHEREAS, free surgery is available to these children at the Minneapolis Medical Center in Minneapolis, Minnesota; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That all contributions from this time forth be directed to the Children’s Heart Fund in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, March 1984, Washington, District of Columbia)

Improved Television Programs
17.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary, through its individual members, and at all organizational levels, make every effort to cooperate with, and to encourage all appropriate organizations, citizens groups, and concerned parents, to take action by writing to the networks, stations, sponsors, and action-oriented groups, to bring about improved television programming.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1977, Denver, Colorado)

Commendation for Continental Trailways
18.
WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary is deeply concerned about the problem of runaway children; and


WHEREAS, Continental Trailways Bus Lines has offered, nationwide where their bus lines go, free transportation home for runaway children just by the children contacting a local police department; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary commend Continental Trailways Bus Lines for the service they are performing for runaway children and their families.

(National Convention 1984, Salt Lake City, Utah)

Teen Court
19.
WHEREAS, Knox County Teen Court, implemented by members of the Ralph M. Noble Unit #285, American Legion Auxiliary, Galesburg, Illinois, has proven to be an extremely successful juvenile diversion program; and


WHEREAS, in recent years Teen Court, which is based on the philosophy that a youthful law violator does not continue to be an offender when a peer jury decides punishment; and


WHEREAS, this program focuses on youth accountability and development to interrupt patterns of criminal behavior and promotes feelings of self-esteem and self-improvement and developing a healthy attitude towards authority; and


WHEREAS, Teen Courts, in which juveniles who admit misdemeanors and petty crimes are sentenced by a jury of teenage peers, have proven to be effective in reducing teen crime and to be an effective learning experience for teens teaching them civic duty and social and legal responsibilities; and


WHEREAS, The American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary promote programs that involve the welfare of all children; and


WHEREAS, delegates assembled July 19 at the 1997 Illinois Department Convention, American Legion Auxiliary, endorsed Teen Court throughout Illinois and requested it become a national focus; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That this resolution be forwarded to the 1997 National Convention to implement Teen Court (currently a part of the Community Service program) to be placed within the National Children and Youth program and to encourage involvement and support throughout the nation.

(Children and Youth Com. Rep.; National Convention 1997, Orlando, Florida)

LIAISON WITH CHILD WELFARE

FOUNDATION COMMITTEE

(Note:  The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation was incorporated in 1954 as a liaison between the Auxiliary and the Legion in connection with that Foundation.)

(Advisory Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1954)

Contributions to Child Welfare Foundation
1.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary contribute the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) to The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation.

(National Convention 1962, Hollywood, Florida)

(Note:  This action was reaffirmed by resolution at each National Convention.)

ADD HERE:  CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO DISSOLVE LIAISON TO CHILD WELFARE FOUNDATION COMMITTEE (1991) AS WELL AS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO REINSTATE SAME (1998)

COMMUNITY SERVICE

COMMITTEE

Origin of Committee
1.
Community Service was taken out of the Americanism program and emphasized as a special committee.

(National President Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1927)

Appointment of Chairman
2.
A Community Service Chairman was appointed.

(National President Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1927)

Support of Child Health Day
3.
WHEREAS, the first day of May has been designated as Child Health Day, and has been observed by programs on child health throughout the nation; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary assist in every possible way such celebrations and projects on this day which may tend to promote child health.

(Community Service Com. Rep.; National Convention 1936, Cleveland, Ohio)

Cooperation with National Safety Council
4.
The National Community Service Committee of the American Legion Auxiliary strongly recommends that all members cooperate closely with the National Safety Council in its intensified campaign against accidents.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1945, Chicago, Illinois)

National Safety Program
5.
RESOLVED:  That all Units of the American Legion Auxiliary be encouraged to assist in an intensive campaign to inform parents, educators, and legislators of the urgent need for a concentrated effort to provide safe conditions for transporting children and youth; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That Boards of Education be encouraged to require as a matter of policy that all school bus drivers serving their districts be required to participate in training programs or their equivalent; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the National American Legion Auxiliary urge its Department branches and local Units to work with other community groups and agencies to maintain continuing surveillance of safety matters in their areas; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the National American Legion Auxiliary support inclusion of safety education in the appropriate section of the curricula at all levels of public schools.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1977, Denver, Colorado)

(Note:  By Resolution at the 1978 convention in New Orleans, this was made a three-year program.)

National Blood Program of Red Cross Approved
6.
RESOLVED:  That the Units of the American Legion Auxiliary incorporate in the Community Service program the National Blood Program of the American Red Cross, thus giving blood to relieve and prevent suffering for anyone who may be in need of it, without thought of personal reward.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1947, New York, New York)

7.
RESOLVED:  That all reports under the blood donors program read pints instead of units of blood donated.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1977, Denver, Colorado)

Membership Involvement in Community Affairs
8.
Policy Recommendation:  That the work of the Commnity Service program be carefully reviewed and more emphasis placed on the importance of membership involvement in community affairs; and that more recognition be given to Units for active participation by Unit members in community programs.

(National Convention 1969, Atlanta, Georgia)

Pollution and Conservation
9.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary in convention convened endorse our active participation in the movement to control pollution and to conserve our natural resources; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That conservation of our natural resources and pollution control be made a major program of Community Service.

(National Convention 1970, Portland, Oregon)

Support of National Purple Heart Museum
10.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary support through internal publicity and promotion, voluntary contributions for the benefit of the National Purple Heart Museum located in the town of Enfield, Connecticut.

(National Convention 1996, Salt Lake City, Utah)

Youth Appreciation Week
11.
RESOLVED:  That a week be set aside annually as “Youth Appreciation Week” as part of the Community Service program; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That Units be urged to honor our outstanding young people in their respective communities; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the Department in convention assembled recommend that the National Community Service Committee set aside annually a “Youth Appreciation Week” to recognize the vast majority of our upstanding, fine young people.

(National Convention 1970, Portland, Oregon)

National Organ Donor Registration Program
12.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Minnesota, recommends adoption and support of a National Organ Donor Registration Program to the National Organization of the American Legion Auxiliary.

(National Convention 1970, Portland, Oregon)

“Gift of Life” Program
13.
By Resolution 47 from the Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Committee, the “Gift of Life” Program was transferred to the Community Service Committee.

Fisher House Project
14.
RESOLVED:  That the Fisher House Project be transferred from the Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation program to the Community Service Committee.

(

Continue Suppot for Habitat for Humanity International
15.
RESOLVED:  That we as members of the American Legion Auxiliary continue our efforts to support Habitat for Humanity International in our Community Service programs, to volunteer and offer support to local chapters, and to make monetary donations to Habitat for Humanity International.

(Community Service Rep.; National Convention 1992, Chicago, Illinois)

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

COMMITTEE

(Note:  The committee on Permanent Organization, at the first National Convention of the American Legion Auxiliary, created a committee to draft a National Constitution.  This committee was later changed to the Constitution and Bylaws Committee and functions throughout the year as a standing committee.)

(Note:  The duty of the Constitution and Bylaws Committee is to recommend amendments to the National Constitution and Bylaws and generally to make recommendations to the Departments and Units with reference to their respective Contstitutions and Bylaws, including revisions, study, etc.  It is noted that in a few instances, Constitutional amendments have been recommended and adopted which have been presented by other committees.  It is suggested that all such recommendations emanate from the Constitution and Bylaws Committee.)

(Note:  These recommendations are included for educational purposes.)

Standing Committees Reclassified as Internal Programs
1.
RESOLVED:  The following will be reclassified as “program activities or internal programs”:  Auxiliary Emergency Fund, Cavalcade of Memories, Constitution and Bylaws, Distinguished Guests, Finance, Junior Activities, Leadership, Membership, Past Presidents Parley, and Public Relations.  With the exception of Junior Activities and Public Relations, no annual reports will be required from Units or Departments.  No awards will be given with the exception of Junior Activities, Membership, and Public Relations.  National Committees will emphasize development of information, idea exchanges, and “how to” materials.  (A Department may elect to retain any of the above as full committees.)

(National Convention 1991, Phoenix, Arizona)

Bylaws - Standing Committees
2.
RESOLVED:  That Article V, Section 3, be amended as outlined in the following proposed reading:


PROPOSED READING:  Section 3.  “Of the Standing Committees named in Article V, Section 2, the following shall consist of five (5) members:  Americanism, Community Service, Finance, Girls State, and National Security.  The following shall consist of four (4) members:  Cavalcade of Memories, Education, Junior Activities, Leadership, Legislative, Membership, Public Relations, and Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation.  The following shall consist of three (3) members:  Auxiliary Emergency Fund, Children and Youth, Constitution and Bylaws, Past Presidents and Parley, and Poppy.

Committee Responsibility
3.
STANDING RULE VII, #3, Constitution and Bylaws:  This committee shall be responsible for considering and proposing, from time to time, such revisions of the Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules as may be deemed necessary in the interest of the organization.

Entire Constitution and Bylaws Ratified After Amendment at 1955 Convention
4.
It was moved, seconded and carried that the entire Constitution and Bylaws of the American Legion Auxiliary be ratified, as they now stand.

(Cons. & Bylaws Com.; National Convention 1955, Miami, Florida)

Action as to Further Conduct and/or Future Policy of Matters within the Scope of Committees, Boards or Sub-committees
5.
STANDING RULE IV, #1:  Any report made to the National Convention or National Executive Committee of the American Legion Auxiliary by any committee, board, or sub-committee of either the National Convention or National Executive Committee as to further conduct, or as to future policy of matters within their scope, the receiving, accepting or approval of such report shall not mean the adoption of such “recommendation” contained therein unless and until each specific recommendation as to future policy is embodied in a separate “resolution” for consideration and action of either the National Convention of the American Legion Auxiliary, or for action of its National Executive Committee.

(National Convention 1962, Las Vegas, Nevada)

Policy Recommendations
6.
a.
That two or more copies of the annual report blanks be mailed to each Department



Chairman so that one copy can remain in the file of the Department Chairman, to be



passed along to the successor.


b.
That monthly tidbits of news pertaining to parliamentary procedure be placed in the



“National News”, with answers elsewhere in the periodical, so that the Units can 



study Parliamentary Law and Constitution and Bylaws in an interesting and 



constructive manner.

(National Convention 1969, Atlanta, Georgia)

7.
STANDING RULE VIII, #12:  Department Presidents will receive a copy of all recommendations and resolutions adopted at each National Convention immediately after said Convention.  It is the duty of the Department President to see that all Department Officers and Department Chairmen be advised of these changes immediately.

Governing of Units
8.
STANDING RULE IX, #1:  Units of the American Legion Auxiliary shall be governed by articles of the National Constitution and Bylaws, those of their individual Departments and their own Unit Constitution and Bylaws.

Subsidiary Organizations
9.
STANDING RULE X, #2, MUSICAL GROUPS:  All American Legion Auxilairy musical groups and drum corps are subsidiary organizations of the American Legion Auxiliary and as such they are subject to control of the American Legion Auxiliary Unit, County Council, District or Department under which jurisdiction they come.

(Ruling of National Counsel General)

Annual Review of Unit Constitution and Bylaws
10.
WHEREAS, every Unit of the American Legion Auxiliary should review its Constitution and Bylaws annually, to consider any need for amendments or revisions, and to make any changes required to conform to Department and National Constitution and Bylaws; and


WHEREAS, all members, both old and new, should be familiar with the provisions of the Constitution and Bylaws; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That Constitution and Bylaws be included in the calendar of activities of the American Legion Auxiliary, assigned to the month of October.

(National Convention 1973, Honolulu, Hawaii)

Mandate for Amending Constitution and Bylaws
11.
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS, ARTICLE VII (Constitution) and ARTICLE XIII, (Bylaws), AMENDMENTS:


Section 1.  This Constitution (Bylaws) may be amended at any National Convention by a vote of two-thirds of the total authorized representation thereat, provided the proposed amendments shall have been submitted through the National Secretary to the several Departments and members of the National Executive Committee by mailing same to them at least thirty (30) days prior to the convening of the next National Conventon; and provided further that all proposed amendments shall be read at a regular meeting of the convention.


Section 2.  Necessary amendments proposed after distribution or revision as shown in Section 1, may be adopted by a two-thirds vote of the delegation, provided they have been read at one meeting of the session prior to taking the vote.


Section 3.  An amendment not having been previously read or distributed as required in Section 1, may be adopted by the unanimous vote of the convention body.

12.
BYLAWS, ARTICLE XIV, AUTHORITY:  The authority under which all Departments and Units of the American Legion Auxiliary shall function as vested in this “National Constitution and Bylaws” and such “Standing Rules” as they have been duly adopted and set forth in the Unit Handbook of the American Legion Auxiliary.  Any provision of any Department or Unit Constitution and Bylaws or any regulation of any Department or Unit in conflict with the foregoing authority shall be void.

Counsel General
13.
STANDING RULE I, #5:  The Judge Advocate of The American Legion shall be the Counsel General of the American Legion Auxiliary on all matters pertaining to the Constitution and Bylaws and shall perform such other duties as are usually incident to the office.

(National Convention 1928, San Antonio, Texas)

14.
All requests for information from and opinions by the Counsel General must come through the Department Secretary or Department Counsel General for his ruling and said ruling will be sent by the National Secretary to the Department Officer.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1933)

(Note:  All requests for ruling must go from the Department Secretary to the National Secretary.)

DISTINGUISHED GUEST

COMMITTEE

Annually, the National President appoints a Distinguished Guest Committee, varying in number from three to five, and usually composed of Past National Presidents.  Purpose of the committee is to welcome distinguished guests and speakers to National meetings and to escort the guests to the platform and introduce them to the National President or presiding officer.  Similarly, Unit and Department Presidents are encouraged to appoint such committees.  Following are some suggestions for the work of the committee.

Special Guests
1.
The guest should be offered, well in advance of the meeting, a choice of dates, if possible.

2.
The guest should be given a tentative outline of the program planned.

3.
A written invitation is best, including the place of meeting, the type of meeting, the hour the guest appears on the program, the time limit of the speech, the size of the audience, and the particular program interest, such as Membership, National Security, etc.

4.
If the telephone is used in extending the invitation, one should confirm by letter all of the plans discussed and obtain acceptance by letter from the guest.

5.
The guest of honor appreciates good publicity, and good publicity adds to the prestige of a Department.  A glossy print of the guest of honor along with a picture of the committee planning the special meeting should be given to all local newspapers.  All clippings should be kept for historical records and for sending to the special guest.  All publicity should include the four “W’s” - who, what, when and why.

6.
A Distinguished Guest Committee should be appointed by the President.  The chairman should be one who is familiar with the city in which the meeting is held, as her committee is responsible for meeting the guest when she arrives in the city.  If hotel reservations are made for the guest, the committee should follow instructions as to the type of accommodations she desires.  The guest should not be rushed from the airport directly to the meeting, but should be allowed to be alone for awhile in the hotel so as to be relaxed and refreshed before his or her appearance in the assembly hall or meeting place.  The special guest should be escorted to all meetings and to the airport for departure.  Complimentary tickets to all functions should be given to the guest.  The guest should be informed if the meeting is formal or informal.  A corsage for a lady guest is a nice gesture; but, if the funds are low, it may be dispensed with.  If corsages are given, these are presented before the meeting.  White corsages are the most acceptable.  The presiding officer does not wear a corsage unless the guest of honor has one as well.  If the guest of honor is a man, he should have a boutonniere.

7.
The guest of honor is always introduced by the President of the organization.  If a reception is given for the guest of honor, the reception line is headed by the President, usually preceded by one or two members who act as hostesses to greet and announce each one to the President.  The honored guest is next to the President with other officers of the Department following in order of their rank.  The reception line should not be too long.


If a dinner is given in honor of the guest, she is seated at the right of the presiding officer.  Place cards should be used in the seating.  The presiding officer is seated at the center of the head table.  The other guests may be seated right, left, etc. of the presiding officer, according to rank.  When the presiding officer introduces the guest of honor for only a bow, she introduces the highest ranking guest first and goes on down the line.  If each guest is to give a word of greeting, the guest of the lowest rank is the first introduced and on down the line, so that the last expression of greeting comes from the top ranking officer or guest.  All introductions should be gracious, but short.  Always, one must remember, “the higher the office, the shorter the introduction.”  All names should be pronounced correctly.


In introducing, the speaker’s history is given, concluding with the speaker’s title and complete name.  This should be given facing the assembly or audience, so they hear all of this clearly.  Then turn to the person being introduced so all can see who is to rise and repeat the name only.  This is the speaker’s cue to rise and it makes for a smooth introduction.  The assembly rises in recognition of the office when the National President is introduced.  When the presiding officer introduces, she remains standing until the introduction is acknowledged by the speaker and she leads the applause.  When the speaker concludes, the introducer or chairman thanks the guest speaker.  One introduces to the assembly only those with whom they are not acquainted and presents to the assembly any important guests they already know.


Thank you notes should be sent to the special guests telling them that they helped to make the meeting a success.  The special guests, of course, owe a prompt “thank you” also.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Education of orphans of war veterans was originally under the supervision of the Child Welfare Committee.  It was separated from that committee in the 1934 Convention at Miami and continued as a separate committee in the original Code until the 1942 National Convention in Kansas City, at which time it was again transferred to the Child Welfare Committee.  Later it was reviewed as a separate committee which made a report at the 1947 Convention.  The Education and Scholarships name was adopted at the 1954 National Convention at Washington, DC, and ratified by the 1962 National Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada.  The pertinent resolutions adopted by the committee operating under the Education of War Orphans Committee are carried herein for the information of the present Education Committee.

Redesignation of Former “Committee on Education of Orphans of Veterans” to “Committee on Education and Scholarships” and to “Education Committee”
1.
WHEREAS, the National Child Welfare Foundation of The American Legion in regular meeting assembled April, 1954, in Indianapolis, Indiana, redesignated the Education of Orphans of Veterans Committee to be known as the Committee on Education and Scholarships; and


WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary deems it desirable that it tae some official action other than that which was taken in the form of a recommendation by the Education of Orphans of Veterans Committee in a report at the 1954 Annual Convention in Washington, DC, at which time it was recommended that the Education of Orphans of Veterans Committee be referred to by the American Legion Auxiliary as the Committee on Education and Scholarships; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  By the American Legion Auxiliary, in regular meeting assembled in Las Vegas, Nevada, on October 11, 1962, that, in the interest of uniformity, consistency, and to avoid confusion in identification that the former Committee on Education of Orphans of Veterans be officially referred to by the American Legion Auxiliary for all purposes as the “Committee on Education and Scholarships.”

(National Convention 1962, Las Vegas, Nevada)

2.
RESOLVED:  That the name of the “Education and Scholarships Committee” be changed to the “Education Committee.”

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1978, New Orleans, Louisiana)

Policy of Committee
3.
RESOLVED:  That all matters pertaining to the work of the Committee on Education of War Orphans be carried out in conformity with the established policy of the American Legion Auxiliary.

(Com. on Ed. of War Orphans; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1930)

Spirit of Youth Scholarship for Junior Members
4.
RESOLVED:  Beginning with the 1991-1992 administrative year, the National President’s Scholarship for Junior Members will be discontinued and the Spirit of Youth Scholarship changed to a four-year scholarship and renamed the Spirit of Youth Scholarship for Junior Members.  A $4,000 scholarship will be awarded in each of the five Divisions, $1,000 per year for four years provided that renewal procedures are followed.

(National Convention 1991, Phoenix, Arizona)

Eligibility for Spirit of Youth Scholarship for Junior Members
5.
RESOLVED:  That our scholarship rules read “Candidates for this award shall be/shall have been Junior members of the American Legion Auxiliary, said member to have held Junior membership in the American Legion Auxiliary for the past three years, and must hold a membership card for the current year.”

(National Convention 1992, Chicago, Illinois)

National President’s Scholarships
6.
WHEREAS, much interest was demonstrated by the number of applicants from all areas for the National President’s Scholarships; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the number of National President’s Scholarships be increased to a total of ten scholarships yearly, two to be awarded in each of the five Divisions, the value of each scholarship to be $600.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1947, New York, New York)

7.
A motion was adopted for the $6,000 for the National President’s Scholarship Award Program to be charged against the Child Welfare Fund rather than the General Fund.

(Pre-Convention National Executive Committee Meeting, August 1958, Chicago, Illinois)

(Note:  Each year the National President designates the number of and the amount of these scholarships and provision is made in the budget for such scholarships.)

8.
WHEREAS, state winners in the National President’s Scholarship competition are entered into National Division competition; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That National properly recognize and acknowledge all entrants with a suitable certificate.

(National Convention 1982, Chicago, Illinois)

9.
RESOLVED:  That the winning applications for the National President’s Scholarship from each Department be sent to the Divisional Chairman who shall be responsible for judging for awards.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1975, Minneapolis, Minnesota)

10.
WHEREAS, the National President’s Scholarship includes Junior members and the new scholarship is for Junior members only; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That Junior members be limited to one entry in the National President’s Scholarship program.

(National Convention 1983, Seattle, Washington)

11.
RESOLVED:  That beginning with the 1985-1986 administrative year, the title of the article required for both the National President’s Scholarship and the National President’s Scholarship for Junior Members be on the subject of Americanism; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the National Education Committee designate be charged with the responsibility of selecting the title for that year.

(National Convention 1985, New Orleans, Louisiana)

12.
WHEREAS, some school systems seem to lack acceptable courses in American History; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the National American Legion Auxiliary go on record in support of a stronger course in American History in all school systems throughout the United States.

(National Convention 1985, New Orleans, Louisiana)

LIAISON COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
In the 1975-1976 administration, the National President, Mrs. Alan M. Schanel, was asked to designate three members of the Education and Scholarships Committee to serve with The American Legion on a special Task Force on Education.

Out of the deliberations of that committee came the Liaison Committee with The American Legion and the designation of three members to serve (representing the Auxiliary’s Committee on Education and Scholarships) with The American Legion Committee on Education.

The 1977-1978 administration (Mrs. Alvin Moltzen, National President) first appointed a Liaison Committee on Education.  By enactment of an amendment to the Bylaws, Article V, Section 2, Committees, the delegates to the 1980 Convention in Boston made this Liaison Committee on Education a standing committee of the American Legion Auxiliary.

NOTE:  At the February, 1981, National Executive Committee Meeting in Washington, DC, the following recommendations were passed and referred to the Constitution and Bylaws Committee; and the change was subsequently made:

1.
Recommended that the Liaison Committee on Education become a subcommittee of the standing committee on Education and the standing committee on Education be increased with one additional member appointed.

2.
Recommended the standing committee on Education become a revolving committee with three, two and one year appointments.

ENERGY COMMITTEE

At the 1978 National Convention in New Orleans, The American Legion passed a resolution calling for the creation of a committee to study the problems of the energy crisis in the nation.  Shortly after the National Convention, the National Commander called on the National President (Mrs. Alvin Moltzen) asking for the establishment of a simillar committee in the Auxiliary.

The Committee was first appointed in the 1978-1979 administration.  The delegates to the 1980 National Convention in Boston passed an amendment to the Bylaws, Article V, Section 2, Committees, which amendment added the Energy Committee to the list of standing committees of the Auxiliary.

NOTE:  At the February, 1981 National Executive Committee meeting in Washington, DC, the following recommendation was passed and referred to the Constitution and Bylaws Committee; and the change was subsequently made:

1.
Recommended that the Energy Committee become a subcommittee of the standing committee on National Security and the standing committee on National Security be increased with one additional member appointed.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Status of Finance Committee and Policy
1.
The Financial Policy adopted by National Finance Committee, ratified by Convention Finance Committee, follows:


We have established and placed on file at National Headquarters the National Finance Committee policy based on the National Constitution and Bylaws, Article 1, Section 5, and our interpretation is herewith submitted.  Bylaws, Article 5:  The National Finance Committee shall oversee the general financial policy of the National Organization, subject to the ratification of the National Executive Committee.  It shall be charged with the preparation of a yearly budget and shall supervise the expenditures of the funds under that budget.


This is a clear statement of the duties of the Finance Committee.  Our understanding of its administration being that, while we are to carry out the approved financial policy as authorized by the National Executive Committee, the interpretation and direction of all financial details as concern the finances of our National Organization come under our jurisdiction.


The Finance Division of our organization is administered by the National Treasurer and is wholly a financial department, all matters pertaining to finances and all monies be handled by the National Treasurer directly.  This division being the point of contact with the membership on any matter which concerns the finances of National, Department and Unit, in all things coming within the provinces of the National Organization.


We are charged with the preparation of the yearly budget and supervision of the expenditures of funds under that budget.


The Convention Finance Committee approved the plan of having a comparative report of our organization, submitted to the Convention Committee each year by the National Treasurer.


The National Finance Committee considers themselves obliged to carry out the action taken by a regularly assembled convention or a duly recorded vote of the National Executive Committee insofar as the disbursement of funds is concerned.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1925, Omaha, Nebraska)


The National Bylaws defining the duties of the Finance Committee provide that its action is subject to the approval of the National Executive Committee, and it is hereby emphasized that the National Executive Committee has no power to authorize expenditures other than legitimate operating expenses except when such power is specifically conferred by the National body.

(Rules Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1927)


We recommend that all resolutions and recommendations pertaining to the expenditures of money be first submitted to the Finance Committee for its approval.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1929)

(Affirmed, National Convention 1929, Louisville, Kentucky)

(Reaffirmed, National Convention 1930, Boston, Massachusetts)

NOTE:  In our formative years of the 1920s and 1930s motions, recommendations and resolutions were considered mandates to our organization and they are shown here unless changed by later resolution.  They are also listed to reflect the wisdom and farsightedness of our early leaders.

GENERAL MANDATES AFFECTING FINANCE COMMITTEE

Budget System Established
2.
The Convention Finance Committee recommended to the Convention that the Finance Committee create a budget system.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1922, New Orleans, Louisiana)

(Affirmed, National Executive Committee Meeting, October 1922)

(Reaffirmed, National Convention 1922, San Francisco, California)

Uniform Accounting System Established
3.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the National Executive Committee have a uniform accounting system.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1921, Kansas City, ????)

(Reaffirmed, National Convention 1922, New Orleans, Louisiana)


The Committee recommended and authorized opening a complete accounting and bookkeeping system in order that same be properly handled through a complete and satisfactory business and banking system.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1922)

Funds - Operation - Special - General
4.
The motion was made and carried that special funds come under the same rulings as the general fund.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, October 1922)

Soliciting Donations Regulated
5.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that no officer or individual of local, state or national societies or chairman of committee shall circularize the membership of the American Legion Auxiliary for donation for special funds without the consent of the National Executive Committee and that when such authority is given, that funds and accounting shall be through the National Treasurer.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1923)

Per Capita Tax of Units Organized After National Convention 

6.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that in order to eliminate paying National per capita tax for members who come in after the National Convention and paying National per capita tax for such members again the following January, that the Department ask the Units who come in after the National Convention if they so desire, the Department will hold up the per capita tax until the first of January; if they desire to obtain their charter immediately, their per capita tax must apply on the account of the year preceding the January meeting.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1923)

Fiscal Year
7.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that our fiscal year be from January 1 to December 31.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1924)

(Approved, National Convention 1924, St. Paul, Minnesota)

Supplies Furnished Departments - Payment
8.
RESOLVED:  That supplies furnished and charged to Departments be paid for by each Department the first of the month following receipt of goods.

(National Convention 1924, St. Paul, Minnesota)

Transmission of Funds to Departments
9.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that all monies transmitted to The American Legion or American Legion Auxiliary, from National Headquarters be transmitted through Department Headquarters, the records to show to what Department and to what fund transmitted.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1925, Omaha, Nebraska)

Departments - Plans to Make Self-supporting
10.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Finance Committee be instructed to devise an equitable and reasonable plan whereby all Departments will be financially self-supporting in their relation with the National Organization.

(Nat. Pres. Rep.; National Convention 1925, Omaha, Nebraska)

Departments - Units - Bonding
11.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that all Departments and Units be bonded but that the National Schedule bond be optional.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1925, Omaha, Nebraska)

12.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that all funds covering Auxiliary programs should be handled in Units by Unit Treasurers who are bonded; in the Departments by Department Treasurers who are bonded (this includes Girls State Funds).  It is imperative that funds be handled in this manner to have a uniform procedure and for protection of all Auxiliary funds.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1967)

(Note:  See “National Headquarters,” item 28.)

Gifts - Donors Specify Conditions
13.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the donor of all money gifts specifically set forth the conditions upon which said gift is made and the manner in which said gift shall be expended.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1929)

(Affirmed, National Convention 1929, Louisville, Kentucky)

Contract with Affinity Insurance Services, Inc.
14.
RESOLVED:  That the National President, after said review of said contract by legal counsel, is hereby authorized to sign a new five-year contract with Affinity Insurance Services, Incorporated.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, March 1997)

Expenditures - Budget
15.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that amounts voted by Convention action, or authorized by the National Executive Committee, which are special expenditures for the year only, be taken from the savings account, and that the budget shall set forth an estimate of annual yearly expenditures, and the amount, including the reserve, shall not exceed the estimated amount of the annual yearly revenue.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1929, Louisville, Kentucky)

DEPARTMENT DIRECTIVES

Departments - Budgets on National Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation and Children and Youth - Requirements for Aid
16.
The ruling was made that hereafter those Departments solicing National Children and Youth and Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation funds must submit a budget of their Department expenditures as planned for the current year, and a statement of expenditures for the year immediately past, and in due consideration of these budget statements, the Finance Committee will be guided in allocating relief funds.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1933, Chicago, Illinois)


a.
The Finance Committee recommends that Departments receiving Veterans Affairs and 



Rehabilitation and Children and Youth aid from the National Organization should have 



Department dues of at least $1 per capita, and that their administrative expenses 



should be limited to not more than fifty per cent of the amount received from 



Department dues.  Administrative expenses shall properly include salary of secretary or 



stenographer, stationery, printing, postage, telegraph, trophies and awards, rent, light, 



heat, bonds, insurance, and office equipment.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1934)

INCOME:  Dues, Per Capita, Miscellaneous Income and Fund Raising

Rehabilitation Fund - Special - General (now Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation)
17.
It is the recommendation of your Convention Committee that a ten cent per capita be requested from all Departments to be known as the Special Rehabilitation Fund, to be used jointly for the National American Legion and the National American Legion Auxiliary Rehabilitation work, with the suggestion that part be given to the Legion as a special fund, and that the balance be used as a Rehabilitation budget of the American Legion Auxiliary.  It is further recommended that no other contribution of funds be solicited by the National Rehabilitation Committee for National Rehabilitation work.

(Rehab. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1932, Portland, Oregon)

(Affirmed, National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1933)

Rehabilitation Assessment of Department Modified
18.
WHEREAS, the response to the letter regarding the mandate of the 1934 Miami National Convention that 10 percent of Department Poppy proceeds be donated to the National Organization of Child Welfare indicates that the 10 percent contribution in addition to the ten cents per capita donated for rehabilitation would work a hardship on the Departments, making it necessary for many of the Departments to request assistance from National to carry on their welfare programs; and


WHEREAS, we have a substantial Rehabilitation and Child Welfare reserve; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the income from the ten cents per capita Rehabilitation assessment be used for Rehabilitation and Child Welfare, to be expended on the basis of 60 percent for Rehabilitation and 40 percent for Child Welfare.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1952, New York, New York)

Ten Cents Per Capita for Senior Members Only
19.
Upon motion from the Finance Committee, the National Executive Committee restricted the 10¢ per capita assessment for Senior members only, based upon membership records at National Headquarters, December 31 of each year.  This became effective December 31, 1960.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1960, Washington, District of Columbia)

(Note:  This amount was increased to 15¢ per member by action taken at the 1985 National Convention, New Orleans, Louisiana.)

Pro Rate Share in Profits of Emblem Sales
20.
After considerable discussion, and sympathizing with the request in recognition of the long-time financial cooperation on the part of the National Organization of the American Legion Auxiliary with the National Organization of The American Legion, the following was adopted as the official expression of the National Finance Committee:


The matter of sharing with the Auxiliary the net profits on Auxiliary merchandise sold through the Emblem Division was discussed with E. O. Marquette, Director of Emblem Sales, and Mrs. Oscar W. Hahn, member, Finance Committee, American Legion Auxiliary, and it was agreed that the Auxiliary should receive, effective with the year 1939, fifty percent of the net profits on such sales; the net profit to be computed by deducting the actual cost of the merchandise sold plus ordinary overhead cost from the total amounts of the gross sales of such merchandise.


In computing net profits, any large, unusual items of overhead expense, such as the promotion expense in connection with uniform sales, shall be allocated to The American Legion merchandise sold or the American Legion Auxiliary merchandise sold as appropriate.


The Finance Division will, as soon as possible after the close of each year, commencing with the year 1939, compute net profit on sales of the American Legion Auxiliary merchandise, as indicated above, and the National Treasurer shall remit 50% of such net profit to Treasurer of the American Legion Auxiliary.

(Finance Committee Meeting, The American Legion, May 1939)

Income from Other Funds Included in General Income for Budget Purposes
21.
The National Finance Committee recommends that, effective with this budget, the interest from other funds be included in the general income in preparing this budget.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1954)

Effective Date of National Dues Increases
22.
RESOLVED:  That the Department of Wisconsin in convention on July 16, 1976, resolve that all National dues changes shall be in effect one year after the adoption at a National Convention.  That is, any dues raise that might occur in August, 1976, at the National Convention in Seattle, Washington, would, therefore, become effective with the payment of 1978 dues.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1976, Seattle, Washington)

Eight and Forty - Limitation of Dues
23.
All subsidiary organizations of the American Legion Auxiliary shall have national dues no higher than the national dues of the American Legion Auxiliary and said subsidiary organizations shall be required to file a complete financial statement of receipts and expenditures with the National President and the National Finance Committee of the American Legion Auxiliary before each National Convention of the American Legion Auxiliary.

(National Bylaws, Article VI, Section 2)

Rehabilitation Aid Requirements
24.
The Finance Committee went on record to the effect that, before a Department is granted aid for rehabilitation, its request must be accompanied by its budget and audit of the fiscal year.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1952)

25.
WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary National Organization has shown a considerable decrease in Senior membership since 1980; and


WHEREAS, The American Legion National Organization has shown a steady membership increase during that same period of time as a direct result of their Direct Marketing Service program, DMS; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the National Organization of the American Legion Auxiliary implement a long-range Direct Marketing Services program, DMS, with a test phase to begin immediately.

(National Executive Committee Meeting 1985, Washington, District of Columbia)

Financing of Programs
26.
It is recommended to the Convention that programs of development submitted by the various committees and adopted by the Convention, such as the Poppy program, the Rehabilitation survey, and other similar programs, be financed by action of the Executive Board upon a definite recommendation of the committee in charge of the program.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1935, St. Louis, Missouri)

Filing List of Expenditures with Finance Committee by Treasurer
27.
RESOLVED:  That the National Treasurer be responsible for filing with the National Finance Committee at its first meeting after the National Convention a list of all expenditures and other matters dealing with finances which have been passed by the National Convention, so that the Finance Committee may have this in mind in making up the budgets and preparing for other year’s activities, or any rules or requisitions covering the Finance Committee adopted by the National Convention.  This places the responsibility on someone collecting that and presenting it to the Finance Committee.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, September 1935)

Parley Budget
28.
Inasmuch as the convention approved the recommendation of the Past Presidents Parley that the Parley be changed from the status of a subsidiary organization to that of a Standing National Committee, the Finance Committee recommends that a budget for this committee be included in the regular budget and further recommends that, until the 1944 budget is set up, any expenditures for this committee be taken from the general savings account.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, September 1943)

Appropriations to National Chairmen
29.
It has been customary that, previous to the Presidents and Secretaries Conference, the National Chairmen present their requests for appropriations to the National President and Finance Committee for their approval.  The authorization of this approval must wait for action by the National Executive Committee Meeting.  This delay seriously curtails the promotion of our program.  Therefore, the Finance Committee recommends that the National Executive Committee give the National President and the Finance Committee the authority to authorize the prizes and awards offered by the National Chairmen.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1950, Los Angeles, California)

National Finance Committee Authorized to Make Necessary Budget Adjustment Subject to Approval of National President
30.
WHEREAS, during the year it may become necessary to make some adjustments in the budget perpared by the National Finance Committee and approved by this National Executive Committee; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the National Finance Committee be authorized to make any necessary adjustments in the budget that may be required, subject to approval of the National President.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1956)

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1963)

(Note:  This provision is adopted at every convention.)

TRAVEL DIRECTIVES

Travel Expense of Members - National Executive Committee, Standing Committees, National Officers and Employees
31.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the traveling expenses and per diem be paid of the incoming and outgoing National Secretaries and National Treasurer, when assuming their duties and retiring from office.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1926)

32.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the expenses of the National Chairmen of Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation and Children and Youth Committees be met from the respective funds designated for this purpose.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1926)

33.
The motion was made, seconded and carried that the expense of members not provided for in the Constitution be paid on the same basis as members of National Executive Committee.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1926)

34.
The Standing Finance Committee recommends that receipts for transportation shall be attached to the expense voucher of members attending the National Executive Committee Meetings, National Conventions, and Presidents and Secretaries Conferences before same is allowed.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1930)

35.
Voucher for the expenses of National Officers, Chairmen and members of National Committees and Chairmen and members of committees charged with the disbursement of special funds shall be allowed and check drawn only on presentation of itemized expense accounts.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1930)

36.
It is recommended that the following restrictions apply to all expense accounts authorized for payment by the National American Legion Auxiliary:


a.
Any person leaving home after twelve noon or arriving home before twelve noon shall



be entitled to only the half day travel allowance each way.


b.
That the per diem be allowed only for the time consumed in the shortest traveling route.


c.
That no per diem allowance be made for personal stop-overs.


d.
That fare be paid only for the most direct route.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1931)

37.
The National Finance Committee recommends to the National Executive Committee that the expenses of members of the Executive Committee, National Committees, and members of Standing Committees called to the Executive Committee Meeting be paid only to those members who are present to answer the roll call, unless excused by the National President.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, September 1932)

38.
Employees of the National Organization shall be under the same travel rule as members of the National Executive Board.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, October 1933)

39.
WHEREAS, the wives, sisters and mothers, who are active members of the American Legion Auxiliary in this Department are dependent on the Legion member of the family for financial assistance and cannot depend on their own source of income to attend the National Conferences and Conventions; and


WHEREAS, we feel that Hawaii, Panama and Alaska are suffering hardship on account of this action being isolated from the National contacts and are being prohibited from annual visits from National Officers; and


WHEREAS, Hawaii, Panama and Alaska are furthermore prohibited from attending the National Area Children and Youth and Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Conferences; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the National Finance Committee be urged to restore to these Departments transportation outside the continental United States as it was prior to the National Convention held in Chicago in 1933.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1934, Miami, Florida)

(Note:  Hawaii and Alaska now have statehood with travel on the same basis asa other states.)

40.
Any traveling by chairmen or members of any National Committee or National Officers must be approved by the National President before any expense may be incurred.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, September 1935)

41.
Motion was made and adopted that the National Chairman of Rehabilitation shall have the privilege of attending all Area meetings, or such other meetings as designated by the National President.  Also that the other two members of the Committee and the Area Chairmen shall have the privilege of attending meetings as designated by the National Chairman with the approval of the National President.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1937)

Travel Allowance
42.
In order that some definite basis might be set as to the point from which travel to meetings would be allowed, the Finance Committee recommends that legal place of residence shall constitute the point from which this travel expense would be allowed.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1940)

Department of the Philippines - Travel
43.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that at such time as a representative from the Department of the Philippines is called to any meeting of the National Organization, that her expenses be paid from the port of entry to the United States.

(Note:  Port of entry is Hawaii.)

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1967, Washington, District of Columbia)

Coordinating National President’s Department Visits
44.
RESOLVED:  That Departments consult with neighboring Departments in establishing dates for the National President’s visits, enabling her, whenever possible, to consolidate several visits in one geographical area in a single trip, thereby conserving not only money but also the time and energy of the National President.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, February 1978, Washington, District of Columbia)

Itinerary for Foreign Travel
45.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the National President present her itinerary for foreign travel to the Finance Committee for approval, prior to such travel.

(Pre-Convention National Executive Committee Meeting, National Convention 1977, Denver, Colorado)

Visits of National Officers and National Chairmen to Departments
46.
The National President and National Finance Committee recommend the following policy in regard to visits of National Officers and National Chairmen to Departments:


The Division National Vice Presidents may visit a Department once unless otherwise authorized by the National President.


If a Department schedules a special event or program, such Department may request from the National President approval for the attendance of a National Chairman to that event.  In case a request is made for two National Chairmen to visit a Department, the National President will, at her discretion, authorize the visit of one Chairman with her expenses paid by the National Organization.  She may, if she desires, authorize the visit of a second Chairman, provided the Department will pay the expense of this Chairman.


The National President reserves the right to accept or reject the request or to ask the Department to revise schedule to permit other visits on the one trip.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1940)

Persons Traveling with the National President
47.
RESOLVED:  That, effective immediately, no Auxiliary funds shall be expended for anyone to travel with the National President unless schedule of such travel has been submitted to and approved by the National Finance Committee in order that the Finance Committee can make appropriate budget funds available.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, February 1978, Washington, District of Columbia)

Authority to Borrow Funds
48.
RESOLVED:  That the National President and National Finance Committee through such offices as they may designate, may at their discretion borrow, reborrow and repay in the name of the American Legion Auxiliary, upon its promissory notes, upon such terms and conditions as the National Finance Committee shall see fit, such sum or sums of monies as are necessary in the operation of the American Legion Auxiliary; except, however, that the total borrowing of the American Legion Auxiliary shall not at any time exceed in the aggregate of $100,000.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1933, Chicago, Illinois)

(Affirmed, National Executive Committee Meeting, October 1933)

Contributions to Joint Programs of Legion and Auxiliary
49.
RESOLVED:  That the Executive Board shall be empowered to make contributions to joint programs of The American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary work where the request is presented by the Legion, and when a suitable program of contact has been worked out.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1935, St. Louis, Missouri)

Disaster Relief Funds
50.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that Disaster Relief Funds be granted to Departments only upon request through Department office and after all other available local funds have been exhausted.

(Pre-Convention National Executive Committee Meeting, 1948, Florida)

National Secretary to Sign Checks in Absence of National Treasurer
51.
A motion was adopted authorizing the National Secretary to sign checks in the absence of the National Treasurer.

(Pre-Convention National Executive Committee Meeting 1952, New York, New York)

Investments
52.
No investments other than United States Bonds may be made with the National Auxiliary funds.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1933, Chicago, Illinois)

NOTE:  The Finance Committee has general jurisdiction over all investments of the Auxiliary.


Madam President, your Finance Committee has been made aware of a resolution passed


in 1933.  “No investments other than United States Bonds may be made with National Auxiliary Funds.”  This was made during the depression and was a very worthy consideration at that time.  However, when one has the responsibility of managing and investing money today, we would certainly lose to inflation with the above resolution.


Therefore, Madam National President, by direction of the Finance Committee:

RESOLUTION


I move that we rescind the resolution adopted in 1933 to limit investments to United States Bonds with National Auxiliary funds.

(National Executive Committee Meeting 1981, Washington, District of Columbia)

AUDITS

Audit of National Finance

53.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that an audit of National Finances be made on a calendar year basis, from January 1 to December 31, with a six month audit in June.

(Pre-Convention National Executive Committee Meeting 1956, Los Angeles, California)

(The June audit was deleted.)

(National Executive Committee Meeting 1977, Washington, District of Columbia)

(Note:  Beginning with the 1980-1981 administrative year, the fiscal year was established as September 1 through August 31.  The audit of National Finances is conducted in September.)

Eight and Forty Audit
54.
A motion that a special committee be set up to investigate and consider the audit of the Eight and Forty’s finances was adopted.  It is recommended that the Eight and Forty close their books on August 15 of each year preparatory to their yearly audit on August 20.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, September 1944)

NOTE:  Eight and Forty’s Constitution and Bylaws, revised and updated January 1, 1993, Article XIV, Fiscal Year, states:


Section 1.  The administrative year of La Boutique Nationale shall be from the close of La Marche Nationale to the close of the next succeeding La Marche Nationale.


Section 2.  The official closing of the books of La Secretaire-Caissiere Nationale shall be June 30.

ESTABLISHMENT OF SPECIAL FUNDS AND RESTRICTIONS FOR SAME

Poppy Receipts and Expenditures Set Up as a Special Fund
55.
In the future Poppy receipts and expenditures will be set up as a special fund, all expenditures deducted therefrom.

(National Executive Committee Meeting, January 1935)

Reserve Funds Expenditures
56.
RESOLVED:  That Reserve Funds be expended only after advance approval from the Finance Committee.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting 1978, Washington, District of Columbia)

Restricted Reserve Account
57.
WHEREAS, the 1983 General Fund Budget indicates a $400,000 anticipated surplus; and


WHEREAS, the intent of the 1982 dues increase was to build up Reserve Accounts reduced by deficit budgets, caused by inflation; and


WHEREAS, the Finance Committee desires to delay any future dues increases as long as possible; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That a Restricted Reserve Account in the amount of $400,000 be established; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That withdrawals from the Restricted Reserve Account can only be made by a vote of the National Executive Committee upon recommendation of the Finance Committee.

(Post-National Executive Committee Meeting 1982, Chicago, Illinois)


Amended Resolution Adopted at the 1984 Mid-Year National Executive Committee Meeting


WHEREAS, the 1983 General Fund Budget indicates a $230,000 anticipated surplus; and


WHEREAS, the intent of the 1982 dues increase was to build up Reserve Accounts, reduced by deficit budgets, caused by inflation; and


WHEREAS, the Finance Committee desires to delay any further dues increases as long as possible; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That a Restricted Reserve Account in the amount of $230,000 be established; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That withdrawals from the Restricted Reserve Account can only be made by a vote of the National Executive Committee.

(National Executive Committee Meeting 1984, Washington, District of Columbia)

Establishment of Spirit of Youth Foundation
58.
WHEREAS, there exists within our membership the desire that the American Legion Auxiliary make available a foundation for anyone wishing to make bequests or memorials to the organization; and


WHEREAS, donations have been received in the past several years from outside sources for the benefit of youth; and


WHEREAS, special programs promoted by the American Legion Auxiliary for youth projects are presently supported by the general fund; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That a Spirit of Youth Foundation be established by the American Legion Auxiliary, to be initially funded by the Spirit of Youth fund balance of $12,859.00 and an additional $30,000 from the 1982 unappropriated surplus, totaling $42,859.00; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That these funds be expended for youth projects as requested by the National President and approved by the National Finance Committee, but not to exceed 30% of the fund in any one administrative year, with this percentage to be reviewed annually by the National Finance Committee; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That all interest earned on the investments of this fund shall be credited to the Spirit of Youth Foundation Fund.

(National Executive Committee Meeting 1983, Washington, District of Columbia)

59.
RESOLVED:  That these funds be referred to as the Spirit of Youth Fund.

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Executive Committee Meeting, March 1997)

Office Equipment Authorized

60.
WHEREAS, the National Headquarters of the American Legion Auxiliary is in need of additional office equipment and an inner-office telecommunication system; and


WHEREAS, it has been proven that automated, more technical equipment would be both economical and practical; and


WHEREAS, the use of such equipment increased office efficiency, resulting in improved secretarial support, higher quality output, and improved productivity without additional staff; and


WHEREAS, automated equipment will assist in editing stories and articles for National News and also will reduce time in proofreading; and


WHEREAS, there is a need for a system to improve the circulation list and keep the membership records more current; and


WHEREAS, The American Legion has recently installed similar equipment in their Indianapolis and Washington offices, making telecommunication between the Legion and Auxiliary possible; and


WHEREAS, there are times when printed information is needed to and from the Indianapolis and Washington offices; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That approximately $80,000 be expended from the Unappropriated Reserve Account for additional equipment for both the Indianapolis and Washington offices.

(Pre-Convention National Executive Committee Meeting 1986, Cincinnati, Ohio)

National President’s Salary
61.
RESOLVED:  That the budget item entitled, “President’s Honorarium,” be changed to read, “President’s Salary.”

(Finance Com. Rep.; National Convention 1978, New Orleans, Louisiana)

FOREIGN RELATIONS

Change of Name
1.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the name of the Pan American Relations Committee be changed to “Foreign Relations Committee.”

(National Convention 1963, Miami, Florida)

2.
RESOLVED:  Foreign Relations Committee be eliminated effective with the 1992-1993 National Convention.

(Con. & Bylaws Com. Rep.; National Convention 1992, Phoenix, Arizona)

(References below to “Pan American” are to be construed under the broad terminology of “Foreign Relations” and not circumscribed.)

Observance of Pan American Day
3.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that April 14 be observed by every Unit in the American Legion Auxiliary with a community-wide celebration as an expression of enthusiasm for hemispheric friendship and goodwill.

(Pan American Com. Rep.; National Convention 1945, Chicago, Illinois)

Spanish Language Course be Included in Curriculum of Secondary Schools
4.
WHEREAS, the efforts of the American Legion Auxiliary to have Spanish included in the curriculum of the schools have been considered hellpful; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That these efforts be continued and that each Department of the American Legion Auxiliary be alert to sponsor legislation or take other steps toward the goal of having Spanish included in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary schools.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1947, New York, New York; previously adopted National Convention 1945, Chicago, Illinois and National Convention 1946, San Francisco, California)

Pan American Study Made Year-Round Program
5.
WHEREAS, time spent in study of the Pan American countries has proved to be of great value; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That Pan American Study be made a year-round program, with special emphasis placed on the observance of Pan American Day, April 14.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1947, New York, New York)

Basis of Bolles Trophy Award
6.
The Bolles Trophy is awarded annually to the Department submitting the best report on Pan American Study.


The Bolles Trophy shall be awarded annually to the Department submitting the best report on all phases of Pan American Study, and shall be judged on the following basis:


1.
Percentage of Units Participating


30%


2.
Radio, TV and Newspaper Publicity


20%


3.
Speakers, Phonographs, etc.



20%


4.
Appropriate Pan American Observance

30%






Public Interest Group Study
            ____











100%

(Pan American Study Com. Rep.; National Convention 1955, Miami, Florida)

(Foreign Relations Com. Rep.; National Convention 1977, Denver, Colorado, recommended the committee review and clarify the above rules.)

Study Countries
7.
By vote of the National Executive Committee, study countries have been designated as follows:






1955-56


Haiti






1956-57 & 1957-58

Honduras






1958-59


El Salvador






1959-60


Guatemala






1960-61


Chile






1961-62


Columbia






1962-63


Dominican Republic






1963-64


Ecuador






1964-65


Costa Rica






1965-66 & 1966-67

Philippines






1967-68 & 1968-69

Malaysia






1969-70


Nicaragua






1970-71


Panama






1971-72


East Africa






1972-73


Hong Kong






1973-74


Korea






1974-75


Indonesia






1975-76


Belize






1976-77


Guatemala






1977-78


Peru






1978-79


Bolivia






1979-80


Dominican Republic






1980-81


Thailand






1981-82 & 1982-83

Namibia/SW Africa & Eluwa School






1983-84


Mexico






1984-85


El Salvador






1985-86


Australia






1986-87


Canada






1987-88


Paris, France & American Indians

Scrapbook Contest
8.
RESOLVED:  That the Foreign Relations Scrapbook Contest be reinstated.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1980, Boston, Massachusetts)

9.
RESOLVED:  That the Junior Doll Dressing Contest and the Junior portion of the combined Travelogue and Scrapbook Contest be removed from the Foreign Relations program and placed in the Junior Activities program.

(National Convention 1981, Honolulu, Hawaii)

10.
RESOLVED:  That the combined Travelogue and Scrapbook Contest under the Foreign Relations program be for Senior members only and that the Junior portion of the contest be included in the Junior Activities program.

(National Convention 1981, Honolulu, Hawaii)

11.
RESOLVED:  That the Montana Department of the American Legion Auxiliary does urge the National American Legion Auxiliary to keep a close check on money donated to the Foreign Relations project so that none of it is used in countries under Communist domination.

(National Convention 1981, Honolulu, Hawaii)

POW-MIA

12.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary join the families of these servicemen, looking to the President and Commander-in-Chief with confidence that he will take the necessary action to secure their release and obtain the fullest possible accounting.

(National Convention 1981, Honolulu, Hawaii)

13.
RESOLVED:  That after this year Panama Canal be considered for study for the following year after Southwest Africa.  With the new treaty and the recommendaton of the U.S. Ambassador that scholarships be considered and also the fact that there is much in the way of National Security and better relations, it would be a convenient time to study the Central American countries.

(National Convention 1982, Chicago, Illinois)

(Note:  POW-MIA is now part of the National Security program.)

GIRLS STATE COMMITTEE

The duties of this committee are to promote the Girls State program in every Department wherever possible and also to build it on a national basis, the national phase to be known as Girls Nation.  The ultimate goal is to establish “a Girls State in every state” with equal representation in Girls Nation by all Departments holding Girls States.

(Girls State Com. Rep.; National Convention 1947, New York, New York)

Girls Nation Made Permanent Phase of Girls State Program
1.
WHEREAS, the Girls Nation program, inaugurated this year as the culmination of the Girls State program, was highly successful; and


WHEREAS, it was of inestimable value to our organization as a youth training program in democratic principles; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That Girls Nation be made a permanent phase of the Girls State program.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1947, New York, New York)

Selection of Members of Girls Nation
2.
RESOLVED:  That the Departments of the American Legion Auxiliary send as their representatives to Girls Nation only those girls who are physically capable of functioning without distress during the aforementioned five-day period.

(Girls State Com. Rep.; National Convention 1948, Miami, Florida)

Members of Girls Nation to Participate Fully and Unselfishly
3.
WHEREAS, it is also evident that many of the Departments of the American Legion Auxiliary send their two representatives with instructions to bring honor to said Department by being elected to one of those two offices; and


WHEREAS, the feeling of such responsibility on the part of those girls causes them to place that thought above the many other advantages and duties of good citizens at Girls Nation and brings about strained feelings and disappointments to many; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the Departments, in sending their representatives to Girls Nation, discontinue such instructions and, instead, instill a determination to participate fully and unselfishly in the activities of citizenship at Girls Nation.

(Girls State Com. Rep.; National Convention 1948, Miami, Florida)

Eligibility for Girls Nation
4.
RESOLVED:  That any girl in the junior or third year of high school, regardless of whether that year ends in June, or in February of the year following her attendance at Girls State, who otherwise possesses those qualifications deemed necessary for participation in the Girls State program, be declared eligible to attend, and that the rule prohibiting this be abolished.

(Girls State Com. Rep.; National Convention 1949, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)

Method of Selection of Members of Girls Nation
5.
RESOLVED:  That the staff members consisting of counselors, instructors in government, and other individuals who have had daily contact with the girls through any other phase of educational or recreational program for the duration of the current Girls State session, be asked to participate in the selection of the two representatives to Girls Nation.

(Girls State Com. Rep.; National Convention 1949, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)

Adequate Insurance Coverage for Members of Girls Nation
6.
RESOLVED:  That a special subcommittee of three members of the incoming National Girls State Committee be appointed by the National President to investigate adequate insurance coverage and develop all details pertaining to same and work out a uniform insurance plan to be presented to the National Executive Committee in January, 1950, following which each Department shall be required to place in effect the minimum requirements of the plan.

(Girls State Com. Rep.; National Convention 1949, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)

Outlying Departments Included in the Girls Nation Program
7.
RESOLVED:  That the National Organization of the American Legion Auxiliary extend the privilege of representation to all of these outlying Departments providing each of these Departments beyond the continental limits of the United States observe the National rulings pertaining to individual Girls State sessions, and also providing that each of these outlying Departments pays the transportation for its two representatives to and from the port of entry to the United States.  It shall be the responsibility of the National Organization to pay the transportation fee from the port of entry to Washington, DC, and return transportation fee from Washington, DC, to the port of entry; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That these girls shall participate in the activities of Girls Nation on a par with representatives from the United States.

(Girls State Com. Rep.; National Convention 1949, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)

Civil Preparedness on Girls State Program
8.
RESOLVED:  That the Girls State programs in the several states include an effective program of Civil Preparedness.

(Girls State Com. Rep.; National Convention 1952, New York, New York)

Only Unmarried Girls Eligible
9.
RESOLVED:  That only girls having no marital status whatsoever shall be eligible to Girls State.

(Girls State Com. Rep.; National Convention 1952, New York, New York)

Department Required to Pay Insurance for Girls State
10.
RESOLVED:  That every Department sponsoring Girls State be required to contract and pay for an adequate amount of insurance for its respective Girls State, said insurance to conform with the insurance laws of the respective states.

(Girls State Com. Rep.; National Convention 1953, St. Louis, Missouri)

Girls State Pins
11.
WHEREAS, the Girls State program was originated by and is directed, inspired and finance by the American Legion Auxiliary; and


WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary presents Girls State pins to each citizen of Girls State; and


WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary emblem appears on the Girls Nation pin; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That each Department use the American Legion Auxiliary emblem on said Girls State pins.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1954, Washington, District of Columbia)

Presentation of Gifts at Girls Nation to be Omitted
12.
RESOLVED:  That all gifts, including gifts to the President of the United States, be omitted during Girls Nation.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1954, Washington, District of Columbia)

Girls State Song
13.
RESOLVED:  When a reprint of the song, “Here’s to Girls State” by Haroldene Anne Hieren is made, the words “kind & strong” be substituted for the word “headstrong” and the word “own” be substituted for the word “old.”

(National Convention 1958, Chicago, Illinois)

Clarification of Sponsorship to Girls State
14.
RESOLVED:  That the Unit Handbook of the American Legion Auxiliary page 44, Chapter 13, entitled Girls State, paragraph “Sponsorship” be clarified.


RESOLVED:  That, in the above designated paragraph, the word “sponsor” be applicable only to the American Legion Auxiliary and the words “contribute and/or contributing” be applied when referring to other organizations, who assist financially; said paragraph to read, when amended, as follows:


SPONSORSHIP:  The Girls State program should be statewide in its application and interest.  An Auxiliary Unit interested in fostering the program but unable to finance a girl should immediately contact another Unit or a civic or cultural group in the community and extend the privilege of contributing to them.  Experience has proven that this privilege is one that will be eagerly assumed as soon as the program is properly explained.  However, the American Legion Auxiliary remains the sponsor, and shall be known as such.  After the Girls State session, each girl should be expected to appear before her local Unit, the contributing organizations and her local high school to make a report on her impression of Girls State.

(National Convention 1959, Minneapolis, Minnesota)

Girls Nation Banner
15.
RESOLVED:  That a Girls Nation banner for use at Girls Nation be designed by the National Emblem Sales; said banner to incorporate the words “Girls Nation, American Legion Auxiliary” and the present insignia of Girls Nation, the National Capitol and American Legion Auxiliary emblem.

(National Convention 1959, Minneapolis, Minnesota)

Area Girls State Conferences
16.
RESOLVED:  That the history of Girls State, “Training Leaders for a Free Future,” be brought up to date from 1957 through 1965 session of Girls Nation, if the present supply is almost exhausted.

17.
RESOLVED:  That Area Girls State Conferences be discontinued; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the National Organization devise some plan for the exchange of information and problems between the Directors and Department Girls State Chairmen, grouping them into sessions of similar size.

(National Convention 1968, New Orleans, Louisiana)

Material Regarding Girls State
18.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that materials used in preparation for and at Girls State sessions from every Department be made available to other Girls State Chairmen, upon request.

(This request to be made through the Department Secretary of each state.)

(National Convention 1969, Atlanta, Georgia)

Incorporation of Girls State
19.
RESOLVED:  That Departments with a separate Girls State corporation send a photographic copy of their incorporation papers as filed with the Secretary of their respective Department of State, to the National Headquarters of the American Legion Auxiliary within six months; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That Departments not incorporated take advantage of incorporation, to avail themselves of its protection.

(National Convention 1969, Atlanta, Georgia)

Girls Nation Registration Fee
20.
RESOLVED:  That, beginning with the 1981 Girls Nation Session, each Department pay $250 registration fee.

(National Executive Committee Meeting 1981, Washington, District of Columbia)

Selection of Girls for Girls State
21.
If a handicapped student is elected, who needs assistance to fully participate, that student’s contributing organizationn must furnish a full-time female aide, over 21 years of age, to assist that student at the contributing organization’s expense and that all expenses for the aide, including transportation, meals and lodging, must be assumed by that contributing organization.


The National Girls State Committee is aware that each Girls State has its own insurance coverage but the Department must be assured that proper insurance is provided for the handicapped student and that any additional premiums be assumed by the contributing organization.

(National Convention 1974, Hollywood, Florida)

Girls State Chorus
22.
After discussion with the Advisory Committee and National Officers, it was decided to organize a chorus from among the delegates to Girls State.  In discussion with the Music Chairman, each Department that could do so financially was asked to choose two girls from their Girls State session to attend the Miami Convention to march in the Convention Parade, sing at the Convention, and be a part of the program.

(National Executive Committee Meeting 1974, Washington, District of Columbia)

(Note:  The 1974 National Convention featured a Girls State Chorus.)

Use of Proper Terminology — “Girls State Citizen”

23.
RESOLVED:  By the House of Representatives of Texas Bluebonnet Girls State, the Senate concurring, that dignified reference be made to those attending Girls State sessions as “citizens of Girls State” or “Girls State citizens”; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the term, “Girls Stater,” be abandoned; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That upon passage of this resolution by Texas Bluebonnet Girls State that the Texas Girls State Committee of the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Texas, present it to the Department Convention in Fort Worth, Texas, in July, 1975, for adoption; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That upon adoption it be forwarded to the National Organization of the American Legion Auxiliary for adoption at the National Convention in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in August, 1975, thereby creating unanimity throughout all states on the terminology of citizens of Girls State.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1975, Minneapolis, Minnesota)

Withdrawal of Girls State Guide from Publication
24.
At the 1977 National Executive Committee Meeting in February in Washington, DC, seven resolutions for possible revisions of the Girls State Guide, then in effect, were presented, including the renaming of the Guide to “Suggested Guide.”  Reason for the resolutions was threatened legal action by various groups against the program.  To resolve the entire matter, this resolution was adopted:


RESOLVED:  That the National Organization withdraw the Guide for American Legion Auxiliary Girls State from publication, making it no longer available to Departments.

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Creation of Committee
1.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Junior Activities be taken from the Community Service, Junior Activities Emblems, Trophies and Awards, and be made a major committee called “Junior Activities.”

(Junior Activities Com. Rep.; National Convention 1936, Cleveland, Ohio)

Handbook Authorized
2.
The Convention Committee of Junior Activities voted to adopt the following resolution and referred it to the Finance Committee for action.  The Finance Committee approved the resolution.


RESOLVED:  That the National Organization compile a handbook consisting of information dealing with the eligibility, organization, procedure, simplified reading, and instruction for the formation and functioning of Junior membership groups and that this handbook be distributed at the earliest possible moment to the Departments and to the Units.

(Sup. Rep. of Finance Committee; National Convention 1937, New York, New York)

Past Unit President Defined
3.
The 1937 National Convention passed the following resolution:  “Only Past Unit Presidents are entitled to wear the Past Presidents emblem.  Note:  The presiding officer (Chairman) of the Junior group is NOT a President and therefore upon retiring from the chair is NOT entitled to wear a Past Unit President’s emblem.”

Junior Membership Certificates Retroactive
4.
WHEREAS, certificates of membership are granted to Juniors reaching the age of eighteen years, starting in the year 1939; and


WHEREAS, every Senior member who at one time enjoyed the privileges of Junior membership would like to have a certificate of membership; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the Department of California petition the National Organization at the next National Convention held in Milwaukee that a certificate of membership be made retroactive, and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the signature of the present officers be attested.

(Mem. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1941, Milwaukee, Wisconsin)

Junior Activities Handbook to Inlcude Information on Junior Handicraft
5.
RESOLVED:  That the National American Legion Auxiliary include in the Junior Activities Handbook information on Junior handicraft for the use of the Junior Activities Committee.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1947, New York, New York)

Junior Colors
6.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary respectfully petition the authority responsible for the rule on the use of these colors heretofore mentioned, to remove such restrictions and allow the use of the colors out of doors.

(National Convention 1957, Atlantic City, New Jersey)

7.
RESOLVED:  That the National Emblem Sales make available to the American Legion Auxiliary Junior groups a set of colors, an American Flag and Unit banner, size 2’ X 3’, complete with carrying pole and case, suitable for indoor and outdoor use.

(National Convention 1959, Minneapolis, Minnesota)

Contest for Juniors
8.
RESOLVED:  That the following changes in the rules governing the Junior Activities trophy be approved in the Junior Activities Handbook under Community Service and following Public Health:  Civil Defense be allotted 5 percent; changing the total under Community Service to 30 percent, and General Activities be allotted 10 percent.

(National Convention 1957, Atlantic City, New Jersey)

9.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary recommend that consideration be given to the Juniors entering the Essay Contest on Pan American Study by dividing the contest into two groups, Juniors to 18 and Seniors over 18.

(National Convention 1957, Atlantic City, New Jersey)


WHEREAS, the judging of Junior handwork and dolls is done by local people in the convention city and the presence of the National Chairman of Juniors could give to such judges information that might be helpful; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the National Chairman, if feasible, be present at times of judging entries.

(National Convention 1959, Minneapolis, Minnesota)

10.
RESOLVED:  That rules for Foreign Relations Scrapbook be judged as follows: (adoption by the American Legion Auxiliary, in National Convention assembled at Dallas, Texas, September 18-24, 1964)


a.
Neatness, originality, presentation



30%


b.
Listing source of material




10%


c.
Pictures






20%


d.
Publicity on Unit program




10%


e.
Variation on printede article covering religion, culture,



government, trade, travel, agriculture, etc.


30%

(National Convention 1964, Dallas, Teas)

11.
RESOLVED:  For the purpose of easier judging that the Department of California petition the National Organization to standardize the Junior Activities handwork articles at the beginning of each year; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That both classes of competition be included in the standardization and that the National Junior Activities Committee name five (5) articles in each class as suitable entries for competition.

(National Convention 1965, Portland, Oregon)

Graduation Ceremony
12.
WHEREAS, it seems advisable to include in the American Legion Auxiliary program a graduation ceremony for Junior members reaching the age of 18 years; and


WHEREAS, a study of a proposed ceremony was made and copy of same was included with the National Executive Committee report on Junior Activities as of February 18 and 19, 1965; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That since no objections were submitted to the committee, this graduation ceremony be adopted and made a part of the Junior Activities Handbook and the American Legion Auxiliary Manual of Ceremonies.

(National Convention 1965, Portland, Oregon)

Song Contest
13.
WHEREAS, at the National American Legion Auxiliary Convention held in Dallas, Texas, on September 21-24, 1964, a recommendation for a revision of the Junior Handbook be made and that, before publication, a Junior parody song contest be held and winning song included; and


WHEREAS, after a national survey was conducted in January, 1965, a revision of the monthly program outline, Class 3 — 13 to 18 years of age, was made; and


WHEREAS, the proposed revision of this outline was drawn up and reviewed at National Headquarters, with no objections offered; and


WHEREAS, a song contest was held; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That this proposed revision be included in and made a part of the Junior Activities Handbook of the American Legion Auxiliary in substitution for the monthly program outline as now incorporated on pages 12 and 13 of the current 1963-1964 edition of said handbook; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the winning songs be included.

(National Convention 1965, Portland, Oregon)

Scrapbooks
14.
RESOLVED:  That the Department of Wisconsin go on record as changing Junior competition rules in scrapbooks to a more workable method in originality to comply with the abilities in the different age categories of Juniors.

(National Convention 1966, Washington, District of Columbia)

Handbook Revision
15.
RESOLVED:  That the paragraph “Finance” page 4 of the 1965-66 edition of the Junior Activities Handbook be revised to read as follows:


The revenue from activities of a Junior group should be carried as a separate item in the Treasurer’s book of the Senior group of which it is part, so that it can be used by the Junior group to further their program.  All Junior projects requiring the expenditure of funds should be first approved by their Senior group.  The Junior Treasurer should keep a record of all Junior expenditures.  Upon completion of the approved project, the bill shall be presented to the Treasurer of the Senior group for payment, thus discharging the obligation.

(National Convention 1968, New Orleans, Louisiana)

16.
RESOLVED:  That the program of Community Service be added to the program of Child Welfare and Rehabilitation as listed under “schedule of percentage of judging” — Rule 1, page 16, Junior Activities Handbook.

(National Convention 1968, New Orleans, Louisiana)

17.
RESOLVED:  That the Junior Activities Handbook be evaluated and revised; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the input of Junior representatives be sought and considered in these revisions.

(National Convention 1984, Salt Lake City, Utah)

Junior Handwork Contests Discontinued
18.
RESOLVED:  That all Handwork Contests on the National Level be discontinued.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1976, Seattle, Washington)

Junior Presidents
19.
RESOLVED:  That the Junior Chairman title be changed to “Junior President” and the other officers to be named Junior First Vice President and Junior Second Vice President to avoid confusion of title; change of title to be an incentive for girls to hold office.

(National Convention 1969, Atlanta, Georgia)

Music for Juniors
20.
RESOLVED:  That Junior Auxiliary members may enter the National Music Contest either in mixed age groups or Junior units.

(National Convention 1970, Portland, Oregon)

Junior Activities Reports
21.
RESOLVED:  That the National Junior Activities Committee make a complete study of the Junior Activities report judging schedule which at the present time reads as follows:


AMERICANISM:  35%



Memorizing Preamble






 5%



Knowledge of 16 points of Flag Code and history of the Flag:  




Knowing and giving correctly the Pledge of Allegiance

10%



Memorizing National Anthem





  5%



Proper observance of National holidays



  5.%



Good Citizenship




Legislation




History of country




History of state






 10%


VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION:  25%


Christmas activities






  5%



Donations and collections





  3%



Hospital activities






  5%



Poppy activities






  7%



Children and Youth






  5%


and our suggested change of percentage points for the Junior Activities report for competition is as follows:


AMERICANISM:  35%


Memorizing Preamble






  5%



Memorizing the National Anthem




  5%



Knowledge of Flag Code, history of Flag,




Knowing and giving correctly the Pledge of Allegiance

 15%



Proper observance of National holidays



 10%


VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION:  35%


Christmas or Holiday activities





  5%



Donations and collections





  5%



Hospital activities






  5%



Poppy activities






  5%



Children and Youth






 15%


COMMUNITY SERVICE:  25%


Safety programs and health programs




  5%



Ecology (beautification) programs




 10%



Senior Citizens






 10%


GENERAL ACTIVITIES:  5%


Other projects not listed


and percentage points should be given if the Junior Activities report states any of the above subjects were studied in school, other organizations, and the Senior or Junior meetings.  We should not duplicate school subjects but put greater emphasis on the veterans programs.

(National Convention 1973, Honolulu, Hawaii)

Doll Dressing Contest
22.
WHEREAS, the Junior Activities program has taken a new direction during the year 1983-1984; and


WHEREAS, the involvement of our Junior members in all American Legion Auxiliary programs is essential if we are to develop future leaders; and


WHEREAS, contests and awards should not be limited to one program; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the National Junior Activities Committee offer new awards as an incentive to the Junior members to participate in the major programs of the American Legion Auxiliary; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That competition in the Doll Dressing Contest be discontinued at the National level; and, be it finally


RESOLVED:  That Departments be given the option of continuing the Doll Dressing Contest within their own Departments.

(National Convention 1984, Salt Lake City, Utah)

Past Presidents Pin for Juniors
23.
RESOLVED:  That the American Legion Auxiliary have designed and made available to all Departments a Unit Past Junior President pin, a District Past Junior President pin and a Department pin; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That the Department of Minnesota is given permission to have such pins made, subject to our National Organization’s approval; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That permission be granted to the Department of Minnesota to use the American Legion Auxiliary emblem in the design of these Junior pins and that said pins be made available through National Emblem Sales to all Departments within the 1974-1975 Auxiliary year.

(National Convention 1974, Hollywood, Florida)

Pins for Junior Officers
24.
RESOLVED:  That the National Organization of the American Legion Auxiliary approve the following as the official Junior Presidents’ pins for those Departments that wish to use same:



Unit Junior President — Stock #30001, present officer’s badge, using the blue ribbon



and the Junior insignia, Stock #30522, pinned to the ribbon;



District Junior President — Stock #30001, present officer’s badge, uusing the



blue/white ribbon and the Junior insignia, Stock #30522, pinned to the ribbon;



Department Junior President — Stock #30001, present officer’s badge, using the



white ribbon and the Junior insignia, Stock #30522, pinned to the ribbon; and, be it



further


RESOLVED:  That the same concept be used to denote other Junior officers as desired, i.e., Junior First Vice President, Junior Second Vice President, Junior Secretary, Junior Treasurer, Junior Chaplain, and Junior Historian.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1978, New Orleans, Louisiana)

National Emblem Items for Junior Members
25.
RESOLVED:  That National Emblem Sales be asked to carry items appropriate for the young ladies in the Junior Auxiliary.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1980, Boston, Massachusetts)

Pen Pal Program
26.
RESOLVED:  That the Junior to Junior American Legion Auxiliary pen pal program be continued indefinitely.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1976, Seattle, Washington)

Junior Handwork Contest Clarification
27.
RESOLVED:  By the Junior Activities Committee, Department of Illinois, March 19, 1976, that all contests be either Class “A,” “B,” or “C,” or Class “I,” “II,” or “III”; and, be it further


RESOLED:  If no contest in any certain age group, it be stated, example Class A or Class I, No Contest; Class B or Class II, 9 thru 12 years, etc., and ages be stated as, example:  9 thru 12 years, not 9 dash 12 years; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  A special Americanism Picture Book Coloring Contest be established for the age group thru 8 years; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That this will probably mean extra expense to change some of the rules in the Junior Handbook.

(Res. Com. Rep.; National Convention 1976, Seattle, Washington)

28.
WHEREAS, the National Organization has limited the length of reports to 1,000 words or less; and


WHEREAS, newspaper clippings, programs, pictures, and other authenticating materials have been eliminated; and


WHEREAS, the change was due to the drastic rise in postal rates and further anticipated increases; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the rules governing the Junior Activities Trophy now read:  “Awarded to the Unit reporting the best year-round Junior Activities program.  Report is to be in narrative form, 1,000 words or less, typewritten, giving Unit name and number, Unit Chairman’s name and address, and name of Department.”

(National Convention 1984, Salt Lake City, Utah)

National Junior Meeting Representatives
29.
WHEREAS, the Junior members are the future of our organization; and


WHEREAS, the National Junior Activities Committee wishes to promote a continuing interest by the Junior members in the American Legion Auxiliary; and


WHEREAS, in order to have proper training and preparation to become active, productive Senior members, it is essential that they be taught the correct way to conduct a meeting, nominate and elect officers, and responsibilities of each office; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That the National Junior Meeting representatives shall elect an Honorary National Junior President, five Honorary Junior Division Vice Presidents, Honorary National Chaplain, and Honorary National Historian at the close of the National Junior Meeting to serve for the ensuing year; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That no Honorary National Junior Officer be elected to serve the ensuing year who will reach the age of eighteen prior to the following year’s National Junior Meeting; and, be it further


RESOLVED:  That no National funds be allowed to pay Honorary National Junior Officers’ expenses to attend the National Junior Meeting the ensuing year, except for the Honorary National Junior President; and, be it finally


RESOLVED:  That these changes, upon adoption, be effective with the 1988 National Junior Meeting, and that the newly-elected 1988 Honorary National Junior President and the 1987 Honorary National Junior Officers be allowed to return on a volunteer basis to preside at the 1988 National Junior Meeting, with the exception of those officers who will reach the age of eighteen prior to the National Junior Meeting.  Vacant officer positions will be filled by appointment of the National Junior Activities Chairman and the 1988 Honorary National Junior President.

(National Convention 1987, San Antonio, Texas)

Junior Activities Month
30.
WHEREAS, June is now designated Junior Activities Month; and


WHEREAS, attendance is low and interest is minimal; and


WHEREAS, August is a more desirable month for regrouping new members and new officers with new programs and charmen in charge; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That September be officially designated as Junior Activities Month, enabling a steady, non-interrupted schedule to comply with current programs, new rules and new Junior officers, culminating in a more active and productive Junior group.

(National Convention 1982, Chicago, Illinois)

Junior Camp — Invitation
31.
WHEREAS, the Past Department Presidents of the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Alabama, organized a Junior American Legion Auxiliary Camp in 1962; and


WHEREAS, the Department of Alabama in conjunction with Past Department Presidents has operated this Junior Camp for each of these 21 years; and


WHEREAS, the activities have been designed to teach our Junior members each of The American Legion and Auxiliary programs and have interspersed the training with regular camping activities:  love, sports, fellowship, and crafts; and


WHEREAS, the Juniors of Alabama are desirous of carrying these opportunities to other Juniors throughout the nation; and


WHEREAS, the 1981-1982 National Junior Activities Chairman visited the Junior Camp at the June, 1981 session and felt Alabama’s activity was worth sharing with others; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That Alabama invite any member of the American Legion Auxiliary, ages 8 to 18, to attend our camp during the first week of June of each year at Camp Sumatanga.

(National Convention 1982, Chicago, Illinois)

32.
WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary Constitution, Article III, Eligibility, Section 2(b) reads:  “Junior membership shall consist of that group under the age of eighteen years, whose activities shall be supervised by the Senior membership.  Upon reaching the age of eighteen years, Junior members shall automatically be admitted into Senior membership with full privileges;” and


WHEREAS, the loss of good potential Junior leadership is detrimental to the Junior program; and


WHEREAS, there is a possibility of losing the interest of a Junior member seventeen years of age who will be eighteen before the end of her term of office and who has high leadership qualifications to offer as a Senior member; and


WHEREAS, it is for the betterment of the American Legion Auxiliary to retain this interested and dedicated member; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That a Junior member who attains the age of eighteen before her term of office is completed be allowed to fulfill her obligation as an officer in the Junior Auxiliary.

(National Executive Committee Meeting 1985, Washington, District of Columbia)

Eligibility
33.
RESOLVED:  That a Junior member who attains the age of eighteen before her term of office is completed be allowed to fulfill her obligations as an officer in the Junior Auxiliary.

(National Executive Committee Meeting 1985, Washington, District of Columbia)

34.
RESOLVED:  Any Junior elected to serve as an Honorary National Junior officer must be paying dues as a Junior for the ensuing year in which they serve.

35.
RESOLVED:  

